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Protected species legislati

o Offences relevant for bat carers

« Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat

* Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its
roost

« Deliberately disturb a group of bats
significantly, anywhere

* Possess or exchange a bat
(dead or alive)

There are other offences too!
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Protected species legislati

« Defences relevant for bat carers
» Taking a bat If:

* it Is disabled

 but not by the takers unlawful act

» for the purpose of tending and releasing it -
* releasing it after it had been tended \ —HF '
= Need a licence for possession longer /.. lace\
than 6 months _;‘1_ h
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Protected species legislati

* Defences relevant for bat carers (cont.)
= Killing an animal If:
« seriously disabled

* No reasonable chance of recovery

» done solely for ending the animal’s life -
« disposing of it as soon as practicable \ —HF ’
But unlikely to get to a stage of ‘= § &l

needing to use these defences! ~z
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Animal welfare legislation

 Offences relevant for bat carers

= Only veterinary surgeons can:
 diagnose
* take actions as a result of diagnosis
* Inc. medical or surgical treatment
* give advice based on such diagnosis

= An act, or failure to act, that causes
the bat in your possession to suffer

There are other offences too!
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Animal welfare legislation

« Defences relevant for bat carers

= Emergency first aid to save life or relieve

suffering

= Minor medical treatment given by “owner”

= But are you the “owner” of the bat you A |
are caring for? \ H N
Find a vet you can work with! é
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Five needs
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Bat Care Guidelines;

A guide to bat care for rehabilitators \\
2 edition

.
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Bats and the Law

An overview for planning,
building and maintenance works

Bats and their roosts are legally p otected, whether bats are
occup ying the roost or not. In most cases works can take place
as long as you plan shead and follow certain rules.
Doz 10 the decdime m bat populations in the last century both domestic and
mternational legislation applies to prosect all hats and dheir roosts in the
UK. This means you should always seek advice, www.batsorg.uk, Bat
Helpline 0845 1300 228 if any work you undertak e could

> Disturb a hat or groups of hats m thedr roost

() Damage or destroy abat roostmg place, even if there are no bats
presentat the time

) Obstroct access to a hat roost
k i also illegal to captare, mjare or kill 2 hat or possess, advestise, sellor
exchangea hat, or partof a hat dead or alive

Who is the legisiation relevant to?
). Poperty owmers’ houscho lders who have abat roost m
their popenty
0 Woodland ownes, ashoncultunliss and foresers
) Pest controllers
D) Planmin g officers & tuilding surveyars
property developars
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Forthcoming legislation

* Animals shown at events

» Defra and consultation with RSPCA
 Licensing system through local authorities
* Charge for the licence

* Impact for education bats at events

« Awaiting details of what is being proposed

Changes/new legislation following Brexit too
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What to do if you suspect W

« Call 101 or the local Police Force directly

* Inform the Police Wildlife Crime Officer
(or whichever officer is available)

* Mention ‘Investigative guidance for bat
offences’ to be found on the Police online
knowledge area (POLKA)

 Request an incident number
 Inform BCT of the incident number
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Case Study

Treatment for fleas in living areas of empty house
* Very hot weather

Dead & sick bats found on second visit

Bat carer called out

» Dead bats sentoffto WIIS _o./————

« Found bats poisoned =

Dy insecticide —
» Not a crime
* Following-up with HSE
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Unexplained cause of dea

y
‘/?é | " HSE, SNCBs & pesticides industry
PoigoN! " UK wide

- » Report suspected incidents to
0800 321600 (calls are free)

* Please report cases to BCT as well

« Wildlife Incident Investigations
Scheme

» Suspected cases of wildlife poisoning
only
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« Animal & Plant Health Agency

= Passive surveillance scheme for
rabies

» May be able to investigate other
causes of death

* Not for poisoning
* Not for suspected criminal behaviour

* Please report cases to BCT as well
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Bearing Witness for Wildlif

Training

* Recognising, recording,
reporting wildlife crime

&

* Protected Species
Details on BCT website
N

ext Course 11th May In
Wales

A Getlnvolved ~

Resources Login

Whatwe do ~ AboutBats ~ Iam looking for... ~

Need help with a bat? or call us on 0345 1300 228

Support Us

Local Bat Groups

Events and training
Training

National Bat Conference
National Bat Care
Conference 2018
Regional Bat
Conferences in England
Scottish Bat Workers
Conference

Wales Bat Workers' Day
2018

Annual Bat Workers
Forum
Spring into Action Day
International Bat
Weekend
Gardener's World Live
2017
Past Events
Mitigation Case Studies
Forum 2017
Gardening for Bats
Ecards
Find bat hotspots & log
sightings
Corporate Opportunities
Volunteer for bats

Bearing Witness for Wildlife
Training

This one day course is for anyone wanting to improve
their skills in recognising and reporting wildlife crime
or when acting as a witness.

This course is part of the Bearing Witness for Wildlife
Conservation Wildlife Crime Project. The project
recognises that wildlife crime is not currently
recorded, investigated or prosecuted effectively and
this training course will help us start addressing this
need.

The course will be presented by Craig Fellowes
assisted by our own Conservation Wildlife Crime

Officer Pete Charleston. Between them they have over

sixty years policing experience and almost 50 years
investigating wildlife crime.

Course content

* Recognising wildlife crime
» Reporting wildlife crime

« Assisting Police investigations

» Acting as a witness of fact and an expert witness — what

to expect during police investigations and in court
« Conservation impact statements

« Wildlife crime sentencing and Proceeds of Crime
Act.

Upcoming course dates

11 May 2018, MRC, Llandrindod Wells, Wales Book
here

Course fee

£90 for non-members, £85 for BCT members

Please refer to our terms and conditions
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Search Q

You should follow us

E-bulletin
Subscribe today to receive the
latest on bats and BCT direct to
your inbox.

Email address

Subscribe

Bat Helpline

0345 1300 228
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