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Familiarise 

yourself with 

relevant legislation



Protected species legislation

• Offences relevant for bat carers

• Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its 

roost

• Deliberately disturb a group of bats 

significantly, anywhere

• Possess or exchange a bat                       

(dead or alive)

There are other offences too!



Protected species legislation

• Defences relevant for bat carers

 Taking a bat if:

• it is disabled 

• but not by the takers unlawful act 

• for the purpose of tending and releasing it

• releasing it after it had been tended

 Need a licence for possession longer                 

than 6 months



Protected species legislation

• Defences relevant for bat carers (cont.)

 Killing an animal if:

• seriously disabled 

• no reasonable chance of recovery

• done solely for ending the animal’s life

• disposing of it as soon as practicable

But unlikely to get to a stage of 

needing to use these defences!



Animal welfare legislation

• Offences relevant for bat carers

 Only veterinary surgeons can:

• diagnose

• take actions as a result of diagnosis

• inc. medical or surgical treatment 

• give advice based on such diagnosis

 An act, or failure to act, that causes               

the bat in your possession to suffer

There are other offences too!



Animal welfare legislation

• Defences relevant for bat carers

 Emergency first aid to save life or relieve 

suffering

 Minor medical treatment given by “owner”

 But are you the “owner” of the bat you are             

are caring for?

Find a vet you can work with!



Five needs

I can 

fly!





Forthcoming legislation

• Animals shown at events

• Defra and consultation with RSPCA

• Licensing system through local authorities

• Charge for the licence

• Impact for education bats at events

• Awaiting details of what is being proposed

Changes/new legislation following Brexit too



WILDLIFE 

CRIME
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What to do if you suspect a crime?

• Call 101 or the local Police Force directly

• Inform the Police Wildlife Crime Officer 

(or whichever officer is available)

• Mention ‘Investigative guidance for bat 

offences’ to be found on the Police online 

knowledge area (POLKA)

• Request an incident number

• Inform BCT of the incident number



• Treatment for fleas in living areas of empty house

• Very hot weather

• Dead & sick bats found on second visit

• Bat carer called out

• Dead bats sent off to WIIS

• Found bats poisoned                                            

by insecticide

• Not a crime

• Following-up with HSE

Case Study



Unexplained cause of death

• Wildlife Incident Investigations 

Scheme

 Suspected cases of wildlife poisoning 

only

 HSE, SNCBs & pesticides industry

 UK wide

 Report suspected incidents to 

0800 321600 (calls are free)

• Please report cases to BCT as well



Unexplained cause of death

• Animal & Plant Health Agency

 Passive surveillance scheme for 

rabies

 May be able to investigate other 

causes of death

 Not for poisoning 

 Not for suspected criminal behaviour

• Please report cases to BCT as well



Bearing Witness for Wildlife 

Training 

• Recognising, recording, 

& reporting wildlife crime

• Protected Species

• Details on BCT website

• Next Course 11th May in 

Wales



Any 

questions?


