
 

 

 

 

CHURCH BAT DETECTIVES 

BEFORE YOUR SURVEY 

1) Arrange to visit your chosen church 

You may be able to find a website for your chosen church, if so please use 

the contact details provided. Not all churches have their own website, if this 

the case you can contact them via achurchnearyou.com. If you choose a 

Churches Conservation Trust church you can find their contact details on 

the resources page at batsinchurches.bats.org.uk 

Use the email wording and official project letter in our resources page. 

Contact your church as soon as you can. Those caring for the churches might be very busy and not 

able to respond quickly. If you don’t hear back after a couple of weeks, it’s worth trying again by 

phone. If you’re local it can be nice to attend a socially distanced service.  

If those caring for the church do not want to take part, please let us know this as 

well. Hopefully you’ll consider surveying a different church. 

2) Read the safety guidance 

This can be found in the online resources.  

3) Request paper forms if you need them  

Please let us know if you’d like paper copies of the survey forms to be sent out to you (email 

churches@bats.org.uk or call on 020 7820 7173).  

ON THE DAY 

Questionnaire 

Talk with your church contact over the in-person but socially distanced 

or via phone (or via online meeting software) to fill in the questionnaire. 

It may help to send them a copy before your call. If this is not possible 

please ask them to fill out the form at their convenience and return it to 

you. The questionnaire could take up to 45 minutes. We’ll ask how long 

the questionnaire took, so note down the start and end time. 

 

 

Bats in Churches can be a very 

sensitive issue. Churches may 

have been struggling with the 

impact of bats for many years. 

Please be understanding and 

respectful, even if you don’t 

agree with their views 

You can add your records and 

questionnaire answers straight 

into the online system using your 

phone/tablet. It’s worth checking 

your phone signal or taking a 

paper form with you just in case 

Your survey must take 

place between June 

and the end of August  

https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bats-and-churches/bats-in-churches-study-resources-1-1
mailto:churches@bats.org.uk


 

 

ON THE DAY 

Bat Survey 

This is a daytime survey but some of the 

churches may be very dark so a 

torch/binoculars might be useful for checking 

high up or under furniture. Please don’t shine 

your torch at bats or a suspected roost.  

There are three parts to the survey:  

1- Take six photos of the church  

2- Search the church for evidence of bats 

3- Enter your data 

1) Take six photos of the church 

Stand outside the church and take a photo from each corner of the church, including as much of the 

side of the church as possible. 

Stand in the chancel and take two photos looking west towards the 

nave, one of the church interior and one of the ceiling. 

2) Search for evidence of bats 

Where to search 

Search everywhere in the church you can get to safely – look on the walls and floor, 

around the doors, in corners and under ledges. Areas that haven’t been cleaned have 

the best chance of still having bat droppings. 

Do not climb on anything including ladders and stairs, or try to get into locked areas of 

the church. 

What to record 

Record any bat droppings or urine you find as shown on the survey form, including 

location and the number of droppings. Take a photograph as well if you can. 

3) Enter your data 

Log in to batsinchurches.bats.org.uk and go to the My Churches tab to enter your 

data.  

THANK YOU FOR TAKING PART 

N 

Chancel 

Photos must be less than 6MB to 

upload to the website 

Bat droppings will 

crumble easily when 

you rub them 

between your 

fingers, mouse 

droppings won’t. 

Use gloves or a 

tissue to test any 

droppings and 

remember to wash 

your hands 

afterwards!  
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Nave (where 

congregation sit) 

North Aisle 

South Aisle 

Tower 

Transept 

Porch 

 (A generic church structure).  
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