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24th October 2020 East of England Bat Conference Online 

 
Priorities in the East of England   
 

This session was chaired by Bob Cornes, BCT Trustee. 
 
Bob introduced this session as an opportunity to: 

• Share views on the current priorities for bat conservation in the East of England; and 

• Feedback ideas and thoughts on what BCT should be focusing its resources on; and 

• Raise any issues or concerns. 
 
Bob highlighted this was not intended as a Q&A session. However, BCT staff were available 
to respond, where appropriate. 
 
Additionally, this year delegates were able to submit priorities ahead of the session via the 
BCT Events app during the day.  
 
Discussion points were:  

• BCT position on dualling of road through barbastelle super-colony in Norfolk 

• Timeline for new Bat Workers Manual  

• Hibernation surveys and COVID-19 

• When does a bat roost stop being a bat roost?  
 

BCT position on dualling of road through barbastelle super-colony in Norfolk 
Priority raised: Appreciate BCT don’t have resources to get involved in every threat to bats 
that arises but surely proposed building of a dual carriageway through the country’s largest 
barbastelle super colony warrants BCT’s input? If road goes ahead will devastate this 
population and must be a bat conservation priority for this region. Perhaps a position 
statement we awe have done for HS2. Lotty happy to provide data and evidence to help 
inform this. As Bat Conservation Trust really need help to conserve this nationally important 
area for one of our rarest bats. 
 
Response from BCT’s Director of Communications and Fundraising, Joe Nuñez-Mino at the 
conference: Jan Collins and Carol Williams are leading on this. They have either written or 
are about to write to Natural England but we know, for example with HS2, that responses 
can be slow in coming. We are keeping an eye on the situation.  
 
Update since the conference: In March BCT published a “Position Statement on the 
Proposed Norwich Distributor Road Western Link” on our website at: 
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/biodiversity-policy-advocacy/position-statements-
1/bcts-position-statement-on-the-proposed-norwich-distributor-road-western-link  
 

https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/biodiversity-policy-advocacy/position-statements-1/bcts-position-statement-on-the-proposed-norwich-distributor-road-western-link
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Timeline for new Bat Workers Manual  
Priority raised: Do we have a timeline about the new Bat Workers’ Manual? 
 
Response from BCT’s Head of Conservation Services, Lisa Worledge at the conference: The 
simple answer is no, we don’t have a timeline for a new edition of the Bat Workers’ Manual.  
We would like to see this updated, but it is dependent on JNCC and SNCOs priorities and 
their capacity/ funding to get the work done. 

 
Hibernation surveys and COVID-19 
Priority raised: BCT's NBMP hibernation surveys are not going ahead this year, should that 
be the case for all surveys (other than vital works) where people will be in close contact with 
bats, i.e. other hibernation surveys, roost inspections, bat box checks, endoscope surveys etc. 
for long-term monitoring projects? 
 
Response from BCT’s Head of Conservation Services, Lisa Worledge at the conference: 
There will be information in the October Bat Group Bulletin about this (see: 
https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/resources-for-bat-groups/bat-group-bulletin). BCT 
advice is that people should be following IUCN guidance with activities not going ahead 
unless considered essential.  
 
The IUCN BSG guidance can be found on their website at: https://www.iucnbsg.org. There is 
guidance for researchers as well as separate guidance for bat carers and cavers.  
 
Priority raised: Could we get clarification on what would be considered essential? 
 
Response from BCT’s Head of Conservation Services, Lisa Worledge at the conference: This 
is not for BCT to decide, we’re not policing this. We ask people to consider their own 
projects in light of the IUCN guidance. Everyone undertaking a project that will bring them in 
close contact with bats should consider whether it is essential those activities happen this 
year. If answer is ‘yes’ and you can justify it then undertake the activities but with all of the 
appropriate mitigation measures in place as per the relevant guidance, if it’s a 
straightforward no then those activities should be postponed. It is not BCT’s decision on 
what is considered essential.  
 
In the October bulletin we will link to the slightly updated guidance from Defra/Natural 
England that we shared earlier in the year. Natural England have finally been able to get it 
posted on the GOV.UK website. The document is ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): surveying and 
mitigation works affecting wildlife’ and can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-surveying-and-mitigation-works-
affecting-wildlife  
 
Guidance for professional ecologists is available from CIEEM at: https://cieem.net/i-
am/covid-19/cv19-advice-for-members/  
 
Update on COVID-19 guidance since the conference: For the latest information about 
COVID-19 please see the Special Edition Bulletin that was circulated to bat groups in August 
2021 at: https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/resources-for-bat-groups/bat-group-

https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/resources-for-bat-groups/bat-group-bulletin
https://www.iucnbsg.org/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-surveying-and-mitigation-works-affecting-wildlife
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-surveying-and-mitigation-works-affecting-wildlife
https://cieem.net/i-am/covid-19/cv19-advice-for-members/
https://cieem.net/i-am/covid-19/cv19-advice-for-members/
https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/resources-for-bat-groups/bat-group-bulletin/special-edition-bat-group-bulletins
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bulletin/special-edition-bat-group-bulletins and the equivalent that was shared with bat 
carers at: https://ukbatcarenetwork.wordpress.com/2021/08/12/covid-19-update/  

 
When does a bat roost stop being a bat roost?  
Priority raised: After how long does a bat roost stop being a bat roost? Proven a site was a 
roost two years ago but up to date surveys haven’t encountered any bats. Will this be 
covered in the update to the Survey Guidelines?  
 
Response from BCT Trustee, Bob Cornes: Short answer is that if two years ago it was a bat 
roost then it is still a bat roost from a legal point of view. The key principle is that bats can 
use roosts intermittently but still tend to return to the same roosts, so even if bats are not 
there when a roost is destroyed it can still impact on that bat population. In a sense this is 
not for BCT to decide but for the ecologist and CIEEM may give guidance. Chris Vine added: 
It is a difficult one; when is a bat roost not a bat roost? It will vary depending on the site 
itself and the species, whoever is studying the site decides what the status is.  
 
Update since the conference from BCT’s Head of Biodiversity, Jan Collins: We will put the 
issue of ‘When does a bat roost stop being a bat roost’ to the Technical Review Board for 
the updated guidelines. Although considering the question from a different perspective, we 
do have a section in the existing Bat Survey Good Practice Guidelines (Section 2.6.3; 
available at: https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/guidance-for-professionals/bat-surveys-
for-professional-ecologists-good-practice-guidelines-3rd-edition) regarding the age of 
survey data, which details the considerations to be made regarding whether older data is 
considered valid for planning/licensing. Context and species are important in relation to 
older records for bat roosts, what species were recorded roosting, what was the nature of 
the roost, etc. Consideration should be given to how many seasons there are of confirmed 
absence before a conclusion can be drawn that bats will not return to a roost.  
 
There is guidance from CIEEM on the lifespan of Ecological Reports and Surveys that may be 
useful, see: https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Advice-Note.pdf  
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