
Creating a minimeadow 
for Grey Longeared Bats

Creating a minimeadow is a great way to attract more insects into 
school grounds, forest school area or garden. All you need is a 
suitable area and some wildflower seed.

The process:
Step 1: 

Prepare the area

Step 2: Sow 
wildflower seed 

Step 3: Caring 
for your meadow

Step 4: Enjoy 
your meadow!

Step 5: 
Ongoing management 

and monitoring of 
your meadow

Step 1: Prepare the area 
Choosing a suitable area is important. Survey the area to see what is growing 
and what the ground conditions are like (wet, dry, steep ground etc) – this might 
give an idea of what else will grow. Try to choose somewhere that hasn’t had 
any fertiliser or compost added – wildflowers prefer soil that has low nutrients. 
Choose an area that is easy to access (for future management) and will be 
suitable to be kept as a meadow for the longterm. Remove grass, weeds and 
the top layer of soil, then lightly rake. This is easiest in dry weather when soil 
can be raked into a fine texture. Many schools have a gardening/ grounds 
maintenance team, so ask if they can help, or perhaps try to get parents 
involved. 
 
 
Step 2: Sow wildflower seed  
(this is best done in autumn, between September and December) 
You will need a wildflower and grass seed mixture of native plants that will 
benefit a wide range of insects. It should include some annuals and perennials – 
the annuals will provide a good show in the first year whilst the perennials get 
established – they will usually flower in year 2 or 3. 
 
Mix your wildflower seed with some sand – this enables you to spread it more 
evenly and helps you see where you have sown it. Scatter the mix on the finely 
raked soil, trying to spread it as evenly as you can. It just needs to be on the soil 
surface (not buried). You can then tread it in lightly. 
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Step 3: Caring for your meadow 
If you have sown your seed during a dry spell, it might be necessary to water it 
lightly (although this probably won’t be necessary if you sow your seeds in 
autumn). If there are lots of pets in the area, try to arrange some sticks over 
the surface of the soil to stop them digging the seeds up – but remember to 
remove them before everything grows up! 
 
 
Step 4: Enjoy your meadow! 
The best time of year to enjoy your meadow is in the spring and summer. This 
is when most of the flowers will be out and when there will be lots of insects 
buzzing around. This is also when the bats will be foraging for insects. Use the 
ID charts included in the pack to identify some special meadow plants and 
insects. Make a note of what appears, when and how well it grows. Also, think 
about what hasn’t grown and why that might be. Make future plans about how 
to develop your meadow further. 
 
 
Step 5: Ongoing management and  
monitoring of your meadow 
Meadows need some looking after, but luckily not too much! Because 
wildflowers prefer poorer soils, it is important to cut and remove the 
vegetation in the autumn to stop any nutrients going back into the soil. Keep a 
record of when and which plants flower every year. 

 
After everything has finished flowering, cut the vegetation, allow it to rest on 
the surface for a few days (to allow any seeds to fall out), then rake it up and 
compost it. It is best to cut any regrowth throughout the autumn/winter, as 
dominant grasses can tend to grow in mild winters. This step is another one 
that the grounds maintenance team or parents could help out with, depending 
on the size of your meadow. 
 
Meadows can take some time to really get established, so it is often best to 
add seed a few years in a row. This can be done by roughly raking the ground 
to create some bare patches, then adding seed again in the autumn. 
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