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Pete Guest Award: 2011 Nominations 
 
Background 
The Pete Guest Award is given in memory of Pete Guest who was an inspirational figure in 
the bat conservation movement for more than 20 years.  Each year, the bat world is invited 
to nominate individuals who have made an outstanding practical contribution to bat 
conservation. The criteria for the award includes: dedication, innovation,  enthusiasm and 
inspiration in making a difference, both to bats and to people, helping make BCT's vision 
become a reality.   
 
Previous winners of the award are: 

2010 Roger Ransome 
2009  Sue Swift 
2008  Tom McOwat 
2007  Phil Birkinshaw 
2006  John Haddow 
2005  Phil Richardson 
2004  Tony Hutson 
2003 Jenny Clark* 
2002 Shirley Thompson* 

* BCT set up an award for “Outstanding 
voluntary contribution to bat 
conservation” in 2002, winners received a framed picture. Following Pete’s death, the 
Trustees proposed a new award in Pete’s name as a way of honouring his contribution to 
bat conservation. They also proposed that a formal trophy be sculptured, first awarded in 
2004.  This then replaced the award set-up in 2002. 
 
This Year’s Nominations 
Eight bat workers have been nominated for the Pete Guest award in 2011: 

Name Voting reference  
(see How to Vote) 

Peter Andrews PGAPeterAndrews 

Peter and Maggie Andrews (Joint) PGAPeter&MaggieAndrews 

Gail Armstrong PGAGailArmstrong 

Geoff Billington PGAGeoffBillington 

Annette Faulkner PGAAnnetteFaulkner 

Gareth Jones PGAGarethJones 

Tony Mitchell-Jones PGATonyMitchellJones 

Jan Ragg PGAJanRagg 
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Supporting statements submitted with nominations are enclosed in Appendices 1-8. 
  
How to Vote 
To register your vote by email: 

• Please copy and paste the relevant voting reference (see table above) into the 
subject of a new email  

• Write your name and bat group, only, in the main body of text 
• Email to: lworledge@bats.org.uk by 5 pm on Thursday 15th September 

 
Please be aware that, if the voting reference has not been entered correctly, your vote may 
not be registered. Therefore please double check before sending.  
 
To register your vote by post: 

• Complete the form in Appendix 9 
•  Return to the form to: Pete Guest Award, FAO Lisa Worledge, Bat Conservation 

Trust, Quadrant House, 250 Kennington Lane, London. SE11 5RD by Thursday 15th 
September 

 
Postal votes received after Thursday 15th September will not be valid, therefore please 
ensure you allow sufficient time for delivery.  
 
To register your vote in person: 

• Complete and return the form in Appendix 9 
•  Bring it to the Bat Worker Forum on Friday 16th September 2011 at Warwick 

University 
•  Submit it on request to the Chair 

 
Please note that you are only allowed one vote.  Your name will be stored by BCT solely for 
the purpose of imposing this rule. Names will not be published or announced publically. 
 
The Decision Process 
The nominee with the greatest number of votes will be announced at the Bat Worker Forum 
on Friday 16th September. The Pete Guest Award will be formally awarded on the following 
Sunday at the National Bat Conference.   
 
Appendices 
Appendix 1 Supporting statements for Peter Andrews  p. 3 
Appendix 2 Supporting statements for Peter & Maggie Andrews p. 9 
Appendix 3 Supporting statements for Gail Armstrong  p. 12 
Appendix 4 Supporting statements for Geoff Billington  p. 13 
Appendix 5 Supporting statements for Annette Faulkner  p. 14 
Appendix 6 Supporting statements for Gareth Jones  p. 16 
Appendix 7 Supporting statements for Tony Mitchell-Jones  p. 17 
Appendix 8 Supporting statements for Jan Ragg   p. 18 
Appendix 9 Voting form      p. 21 

mailto:lworledge@bats.org.uk
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Appendix 1 

Supporting statements for Peter Andrews 

 
Derek Yalden 
President, The Mammal Society 

Peter Andrews died in June. He had been ill for some time, and in one sense his death was not a 
surprise. But he had been a member of both The Mammal Society and then BCT for a long time, I 
think about 40 years, and his is a substantial loss. 
 
As a professional physicist, he brought his skills as an experimental physicist and his understanding 
of technical equipment to bear on his bat studies. I can well remember his enthusiastic description 
of the automated system he devised and used to study Greater Horseshoe Bats leaving and 
returning to their roost in Pembroke. More recently, he studied in great detail the development of 
ultrasonic social calls in these bats, work of the highest international standard. On top of his 
professional academic work and this "recreational science" on Greater Horseshoes, he was a very 
active leader in the Merseyside Bat Group from its inception. His enthusiasm for science, bats, and 
communication to wider audiences shone throughout. 
 

Charlie Liggett 
Merseyside and West Lancashire Bat Group, Chair 

I would like to nominate Dr Peter Andrews for the Pete Guest Award. Peter died on 2 June this year 
following a long illness. He was Chairman of our group from its inception in 1985 but he had started 
working on bats well before that - in 1973, when he went with some of the Biology students from 
Liverpool University to Woodchester Field Centre in Gloucestershire. In those days Peter took an 
oscilloscope to Woodchester and set it up in a laboratory there connected by a long cable to an 
ultrasound sensitive microphone that he had made in an old Vitamin C tube.  
 
Peter, a native New Zealander, was a lecturer in Physics at Liverpool for many years. He was at the 
forefront of scientific research into many aspects of bat behaviour and ecology. Peter and his wife 
Maggie, who is also a scientist, published important papers on greater horseshoes, lesser horseshoes 
and 55khz pipistrelles. These covered topics as diverse as cadmium levels in their droppings, acoustic 
orientation, ultrasound calls and social calls, clustering behaviour and the effects of weather on 
breeding and fecundity. The majority of this work was carried out in Wales, both south and north, 
with grants from CCW. In order to monitor the horseshoe bat roosts Peter built his own ingenious 
system of automatic data recorders, which are still operating to this day. At the present time, when 
climate change is of overarching importance, the studies that Peter conducted (and which are still 
continuing on the template that he set out) on the environmental impact of weather patterns on the 
breeding success of bats is of great significance.  Peter and Maggie have travelled all over the world 
and presented papers at many overseas conferences, to great acclaim from their scientific peers. 
 
However, although Peter had a brilliantly incisive mind and was a perfectionist he was not elitist – 
far from it.  He was at the core of all of the embryonic bat group’s activities in the 1980’s and this 
carried on right through until his final illness. I personally have vivid memories of him detailing the 
differences between pipistrelle and myotis calls using his excellent home-made bat detector. He 
rarely missed the committee meetings, wrote numerous wonderful articles for our newsletters, led 
bat walks and gave talks all over Merseyside and further afield. He was an inspiration to all, with the 
rare gift to be able to explain difficult concepts to all levels and all ages. He was well known at 
Annual Bat Conferences since he had more than once presented the findings of his research. He had 



- 4 - 

a great sense of humour and was always courteous and patient. His funeral was packed with people 
from all walks of life and was a measure of the esteem in which he was held. His devotion to bats 
was absolute and I cannot think of a more deserving recipient of this Award. 
 

Angela Graham 
BCT Member 

I’m sure I won’t be the only person to nominate Peter Andrews for this, but I’d like to nominate him 
anyway please. 
 

Dr Sandie Sowler and Gerry Westmacott (seconded by Richard Dodd & Richard Crompton) 
Members of Gloucestershire Bat Group  

Gerry Westmacott and I would like to nominate Peter Andrews for the BCT Pete Guest award. As you 
will know Peter died earlier this year, leaving behind a huge and important legacy of valuable bat 
research, equipment invention and massive enthusiasm. I have known Peter for over 10 years and I 
can think of no better person to be nominated for this award this year. It would be a great 
posthumous tribute to a great man. 
  
I have attached his list of publications which have a strong focus on echolocation research into 
Greater horseshoe social calls. [Please see the end of Appendix 1 for publication list.] 
 

Dr Peter Smith 
Brecknock Bat Group 

I would like to nominate the late Peter Andrews for the BCT Pete Guest Award. 
 

Sheila Wright and David King 
Sussex Bat Group 

We're sure that we are not the only ones who are nominating the late Peter Andrews for this year's 
Pete Guest Award.  We know that he worked tirelessly for many years, aided by Maggie, to help 
increase our knowledge of bats' lives. 
 
Please see attached a list of Peter's publications which shows the extent of his work on bats and the 
importance of the work he did on bat populations. [Please see the end of Appendix 1 for publication 
list.] Although his publications are from 1995 he actually started in 1973-74 with Jim Bishop who was 
working on insect avoidance of bats. When Peter was working with Jim he met Roger Ransome at 
Woodchester Field Centre and his bat detector was an oscilloscope with his ultrasound microphone 
(made in an old vitamin C tube) on a long lead, which he used hanging out of the lab window. 
 

David Priddis 
Chairman, Gloucestershire Bat Group 

I would like to nominate the late Peter Andrews for this award.  Peter has worked away quietly using 
his electronic skills to develop highly efficient automatic bat counting devices and has pioneered 
much research, especially in bat ultrasonic's issues and bat social calls.  He has then carefully written 
up his findings and had a very impressive list of published papers. [Please see the end of Appendix 1 
for publication list.] Peter was also always ready to share information and to explain what he was 
doing to those less technically minded. He has inspired many with his ideas, knowledge and 
enthusiasm and had contributed much to our bat research. I feel the Pete Guest Award would be a 
most fitting tribute. 
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Dr Roger D Ransome 

I am contacting you primarily to nominate Peter Andrews for BCT's 2011 Pete Guest Award.  As you 
are probably aware, Peter tragically died recently whilst waiting for an operation. 
He had a very longstanding interest in bats, and developed a very reliable counting system for 
horseshoe bats that was trialled in Pembrokeshire.  Peter fitted one of his systems at Woodchester 
Mansion in the spring of 2001.  It is still working very well and generating valuable count data. 
  
With his wife, Maggie, he developed recording equipment that made a major contribution to our 
understanding of the complexity of the social calls used by greater horseshoe bats. 
  
I strongly support his nomination. 
  

Diane Morgan 
Brecknock Bat Group Co-ordinator 

On behalf of Brecknock Bat Group, I wish to nominate Peter Andrews for the Pete Guest award 
2011.  
 
Peter died earlier this summer and he, with his wife Maggie had been involved in studies of bats in 
Wales for many years.  Peter’s specialism was in acoustic devices and how these were developed for 
bat monitoring.  He was a regular contributor to bat conferences and workshops and I personally can 
remember a conference workshop trip to Tenby to look at bat roosts in churches, led by Peter.  
 

Professor Gareth Jones 
University of Bristol 

Although Peter Andrews was employed as a University Professor in the Department of Physics at 
Liverpool University, he made some notable contributions to bat conservation as an amateur. 
Indeed, he was able to use his tremendous knowledge as a physicist to enthuse about bat 
echolocation and acoustics, and together with his wife Maggie, published a series of interesting 
papers on social calls and communication in greater horseshoe bats. Peter also published papers on 
acoustic orientation in horseshoe bats 
 
During the summer, Peter visited Stackpole in Pembrokeshire regularly, where he installed an 
automated system for counting the large numbers of greater horseshoe bats there. His automated 
monitoring spanned 1995-2009, and gave valuable insights into changes in the numbers of bats 
(including impressive colony growth) at Britain’s second largest colony of greater horseshoe bats. 
Peter also made valuable contributions to understanding how climate affects bat birth and growth 
rates. This research is becoming even more valuable now, as we need to make informed predictions 
about what will happen to bat populations under climate warming.  
 
Peter served as Chair of the Merseyside and West Lancashire Bat Group since the 1980s, and was its 
President in 2011. I always looked forward to seeing Peter at BCT conferences, and when I was 
teaching a field course for undergraduates in Pembrokeshire. Peter made valuable contributions to 
the science underpinning bat conservation through his work at Stackpole, was an effective 
communicator, and made important contributions to his local bat group.  
 

Dr Robin Crump 
Chairman of Pembrokeshire Bat Group 

I met Peter Andrews for the first time on a workshop run by Bob Stebbings in 1993 at Orielton Field 
Centre. Peter had been making and refining heterodyne bat detectors for many years and had come 
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down to the Warden's house to listen to the 55 kHz Pipistrelle colony which David Harries and I had 
been counting for 10 years, and was one of the largest in Britain. Not long after, the colony split into 
either end of the house and Peter agreed to help us with an automatic counter. As an experimental 
physicist Peter had the ability to make innovative complex infrared beam arrays for counting bats in 
and out of the roof. He had already installed bat counters at the Greater Horseshoe roost at 
Stackpole and I helped him install one at the east end of the Warden's house connected to a 
computer in the spare bedroom. This operated very effectively, until I retired in 2002, thanks to 
regular servicing by Peter on his frequent visits to Pembrokeshire. I got to know Maggie and Peter 
well over this period and spent many happy hours discussing the influence of weather and climate 
on Pipistrelle bat populations. We collaborated for some years on a paper detailing Peter’s computer 
collation of 20 years of bat counts and Orielton weather records over the same period which Maggie 
plans to publish sometime this year.  
 
Peter's contribution to the development of bat detectors has been immense as has his contribution 
to bat conservation and I am very happy to endorse his nomination for the Pete Guest award on 
behalf of the Pembrokeshire Bat Group. 
 

David Harries 
BCT Member & Pembrokeshire Bat Group 

I write to offer my support for Peter Andrews' nomination for the Pete Guest award. In particular I 
wish to highlight the immense contribution Peter has made to bat conservation over the last 20 
years, both at a UK and International level. 
 
At the European and International level, Peter was a regular conference participant and presented 
papers on eight occasions, many of them featuring technical aspects of his work on echolocation, 
particularly with Horseshoe bats. Peter's work is described in at least 20 publications, 10 of which 
featured him as the lead author. [Please see the end of Appendix 1 for publication list.] 
 
At a regional level, Peter was heavily involved in bat roost monitoring in Wales. His expertise was 
much in demand and he was contracted to the Countryside Council for Wales for 15 years to run his 
monitoring equipment at important bat roosts in north and south-west Wales. 
 
Above all, he was a personal friend who demonstrated a keen interest in all aspects of natural 
history as well as the gadgetry and technical wizardry that can so often help with study in these 
disciplines. 
 

Adam Cave 

I would like to nominate the late Peter Andrews for the BCT Pete Guest Award. I feel that this would 
be an excellent way of recognising his contribution to Bat conservation over the years. 
 

Nick Downs 

I have been asked if I would nominate Peter Andrews for the 2011 Pete Guest Award.  I am very 
honoured to do so.  I met Peter and his wife, Maggie, at a number of bat conferences.  He was 
always very polite, and generous with both his time and knowledge.  Despite not knowing Peter as 
well as I would have liked to, it was obvious to me how passionate he was about bats.  I have 
included a list of Peter's publications [please see the end of Appendix 1 for publication list] which 
shows the extent of his work on bats and the importance of the work he did on bat populations.  He 
also devised an automatic bat counting system, one of which was installed in Woodchester Mansion 
in 2001.  I know Roger Ransome is very grateful for this help.  The fact that the system has worked 
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continuously since 2001, and is still counting bats, is a tribute to Peter's ability to design and provide 
first-class equipment. 
  
Peter started working with bats in 1973-74 with Jim Bishop (lecturer in Genetics at Liverpool 
University) who was working on insect avoidance of bats.  When Peter was working with Jim's 
students at the Woodchester Field Centre he heard of Roger Ransome's work and of Don Griffin's 
visit (Don's bat detector was carried to the Mansion in two large cases!).  This inspired Peter to make 
his own bat detector. It was an oscilloscope with his ultrasound microphone (made in an old vitamin 
C tube) on a long lead, which he used hanging out of the student lab window. 
   
Unfortunately this is a posthumous nomination, as Peter has now sadly died.  However, Maggie has 
downloaded data from computers (automatically monitoring bat roosts) so that she can continue 
with the work he had planned.  I know she would be pleased and honoured to accept the award on 
his behalf, should the decision be made to award it to him. 
 

Sylvia Bevis 
Devon Bat Group 

The Devon Bat Group would like to nominate Peter Andrews for the Pete Guest Award.  
 
Peter contributed significantly to our understanding of bats, particularly the Greater Horseshoe, 
through his extensive scientific research over nearly forty years. He designed equipment that 
increased the range of bat detector frequencies, so enabling us to know more about the behaviour 
of bats, especially their social calls. Peter was a quiet man, with a passion for increasing our 
knowledge of bats.  The Devon Bat group would like BCT to recognise the effort and commitment he 
made, through the presentation of this prestigious award posthumously.   
 

Relevant Publications Lists (as included with a number of the nomination statements 
above) 

ANDREWS, P. T. (1995-2009). Automated monitoring of Greater and Lesser Horseshoe  
Bats. Countryside Council for Wales Contract Science Reports.  

ANDREWS, P. T. (1995). Rhinolophid acoustic orientation. Myotis. 32-33: 81-90. 
ANDREWS, P. T. (1995). How detailed is the image ‘seen’ with FM echolocation ? A  

theoretical investigation. Bat Research News. 36 (4): 42-43 
ANDREWS, P. T., R. G. CRUMP and D. J. HARRIES (1996). The influence of weather on the  

survival and fecundity of a colony of 55 kHz pipistrelles in West Wales. Bat Research  
News. 37 (2-3): 53 

ANDREWS, P. T. and T. P. McOWAT (2000). The effect of cyclic changes in winter  
temperature on horseshoe bats in Britain. Welsh Bat Conference Report.  
Countryside Council for Wales. 69-70 

ANDREWS, P. T., T. P. McOWAT. (2002). The number of Greater Horseshoe bat,  
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, births in South Wales varies with winter  
temperatures. Bat Research News, 43 (3): 71-72. 

ANDREWS, P. T. (2004).  Winter activity of Rhinolophus hipposideros at the northern  
limit of its range in Great Britain. Bat Research News, 45 (3): 97. 

ANDREWS, P. T. (2007). The role of acoustic dispersion in the mouths of bats during  
echolocation. p 22, CIBRA, XXI IBAC, International Congress University of Pavia.  

ANDREWS, P. T. (2005). Directed sound emission by echolocating bats. Bat Research News.  
46 (3): 79. 

McOWAT, T. P. and P. T. ANDREWS (1995). The influence of climate on the growth 
rate of R. ferrumequinum in West Wales. Myotis, 32-33:67-79. 
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Joint relevant publications with M. M. Andrews  

ANDREWS, M. M. and C. PROBERT (1996). A comparison of cadmium levels in greater  
horseshoe bat droppings, atmospheric precipitation and soil samples. Bat Research  
News. 37 (2-3): 52 

ANDREWS, M. M., and P. T. ANDREWS. (2002). Ultrasound calls made by greater  
horseshoe bats, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, during their exit from a nursery roost.  
Bat Research News. 43 (3): 73. 

ANDREWS, M. M., and J. ALAN (2002). Comparison of aerial deposition of cadmium before  
and after the closure of an oil fired power station in the vicinity of two greater  
horseshoe bat roosts. Bat Research News. 43 (3): 71 

ANDREWS, M. M., and P. T. ANDREWS. (2003). Ultrasound social calls made by greater  
horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a nursery roost. Acta  
Chiropterologica, 5 (2): 221-234. 

ANDREWS, M. M., and P. T. ANDREWS. (2003). Ultrasound social calls and low frequency  
social calls used by adult greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a  
nursery roost in May. BCT Conference, York 

ANDREWS, M. M., P. T. ANDREWS and T. P. McOWAT. (2004). Ultrasound calls made by  
infant greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a nursery roost and a  
comparison with the ultrasound social calls of adults. Bat Research News. 45 (3): 97 

ANDREWS, M. M., P. T. ANDREWS (2004). Clustering behaviour of adult greater horseshoe  
bats, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, in a nursery roost. Bat Research News. 45 (3): 96. 
ANDREWS, M. M., P. T. ANDREWS (2004).Comparison of ultrasound social calls  
made by adult greater horseshoe bats, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, during the  
nocturnal return to a nursery roost before and after parturition. Bat Research News.  
45 (3): 96. 

ANDREWS, M. M., and P. T. ANDREWS. (2005). Does the development of the repertoire of  
ultrasound social calls made by greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus  
ferrumequinum) form the basis of a language ? Bat Research News IBRS  
Sacramento  

ANDREWS, M. M., P. T. ANDREWS, D. F. WILLS and S. M. BEVIS. (2005). Observation of  
possible male advertisement calls made by greater horseshoe bats in two winter  
roosts. Bat Research News, 46 (3): 78  

ANDREWS, M. M., P. T. ANDREWS, D.F. WILLS and S. M. BEVIS. (2006). Ultrasound social  
calls of greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a hibernaculum.  

ANDREWS, M. M., T. P. McOWAT, P. T. ANDREWS, R. J. HAYCOCK. (2007). Development  
of ultrasound social calls made by adult Rhinolophus ferrumequinum bats from infant  
ultrasound calls. p 21, CIBRA, XXI IBAC, International Congress University of Pavia.  

ANDREWS, M. M., and P. T. ANDREWS. (2010). Increased occupancy of a loft roost by  
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum in the mating season during eleven years monitoring. 
Mammal Soc. Bangor. 

 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 2  

Supporting statements for Peter Andrews & Maggie Andrews 

 
Professor Paul A Racey 
University of Aberdeen 

Please find the attachments [see text below] to support my nomination of Peter and Maggie 
Andrews for this year's Pete Guest award, which I believe make a strong case for a joint award. 
 
 
Peter Andrews – Bat work from 1973-2011 Summary 
Gloucestershire 
In 1973-74 Peter accompanied Jim Bishop and his Genetics students from Liverpool University to 
Woodchester Field Centre. He became interested in insect avoidance of bats and took an 
oscilloscope to Woodchester and set it up in a laboratory there connected by a long cable to an 
ultrasound sensitive microphone that he had made in an old Vitamin C tube. He hung out of the 
window to listen to bats flying round the house. This innovative non-portable bat detector was 
inspired by Don Griffin’s visit to Roger Ransome to listen to the greater horseshoe bats. Peter started 
to make his own portable bat detectors after these visits. 
 
Peter installed his IR beam array automatic bat counter at the greater horseshoe nursery roost at 
Woodchester Mansion in 2001. This counter has worked without maintenance since then, and 
featured in a BBC Springwatch programme, which showed the work of Roger Ransome. 
 
Merseyside 
Merseyside and West Lancashire Bat Group; Peter was a dedicated Chairman of the MWL Bat Group 
from 1985 until 2009 when he was elected President. His enthusiasm inspired many people to join 
the bat group. He wrote many articles for the newsletters, led bat walks and gave talks all over 
Merseyside. He made surveys of parks in Liverpool with his innovative heterodyne/frequency 
division detectors, which he made on the kitchen table from 1984 until 1990s, when he became an 
expert in the use of time expansion detectors which he modified them for 24 hour use.  
 
Wales  
Peter’s contract work in Wales was funded by CCW from 1994 until 2009. 
As an experimental physicist, Peter was able to construct complex infrared beam arrays for counting 
bats in and out of roosts and write computer programs to operate the counters 365 days/year and 
analyse the data. 
 
From 2009 he continued his work with the automated bat counters voluntarily and worked with the 
Clywd Bat Group during their hibernaculum counts from 1993. Some of his innovative experiments 
involved microphones attached at different levels at a stone bridge over a lake at Stackpole. Through 
his research and publications Peter added to our understanding of rhinolophid echolocation, social 
calls and behaviour and also to our understanding of environmental factors affecting bat populations 
(before climate change became a hot topic). Collaboration with Tom McOwat was the key to the 
work at Stackpole. 
 
Conferences 
Peter was a well-known figure at national and regional conferences. 
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National 
Peter gave oral presentations and presented posters at the BCT, the Mammal Society and the Wales 
annual conferences from 1995 notably about the effect of the environment on bat survival. He also 
conducted many workshops and gave many talks e.g. at Malham Tarn (FSC) and at Plas Nwedd 
(CCW). 
 
International 
Peter communicated his enthusiasm for bats to colleagues at European and International 
conferences  over 14 years. He was able to explain complex ideas in simple language in a long series 
of presentations: 
(1993). Rhinolophid acoustic orientation. Evora, Portugal. 
(1994). Conflicts and compromises in frequency modulated echolocation. Geneva, Switzerland. 
(1995). How detailed is the image “seen“ with FM echolocation ?  Boston, USA. 
(1996). The influence of weather on the survival and fecundity of a colony of 55 kHz Pipistrelles in 

West Wales. Veldhoven, Holland. 
(2002). The number of greater horseshoe bat,, births in South Wales varies with winter 

temperatures. Le Havre, France. 
(2004). Winter activity of Rhinolophus hipposideros at the northern limit of its range in Great Britain. 

Mikolaki, Poland. 
(2005). Directed sound emission by echolocating bats. Galway, Eire. 
(2007). The role of acoustic dispersion in the mouths of bats during echolocation. Pavia, Italy. 
 
Maggie Andrews – Bat work from 1985-present 
 
Maggie Andrews has been a member of the Merseyside and West Lancs Bat Group since 1985 and 
has attended most of its meetings for 25 years. She has been a Committee Member of the bat group 
and was appointed President in July 2011.  
 
Maggie supported Peter in his bat work since the 1970s. Activities ranged from catching silver Y 
moths (Plusia gamma), for testing insect avoidance of bats, to recording and analysing  social calls 
made by rhinolophid bats and publishing the results. 
 

Maggie has been enthusiastically involved in the MWL Bat Group activities:- 

 Surveys of bat activity in Sefton Park and Calderstones Park since the 1990s. 

 Public engagement during bat walks in local parks in and around Liverpool from 1985 
onwards. 

 Talks given on social calls made by greater horseshoe bats at public meetings e.g. at Martin 
Mere WWL Centre, Burscough. 

 Radio Merseyside interview with Roger Phillips on social calls made by greater horseshoe 
bats to promote public interest in bats. 

 
To promote bat conservation, Maggie has involved students in work on bats in Wales and has made 
a difference to our understanding of bats with such contributions as: 

 An investigation of the effects of atmospheric and soil pollution on greater horseshoe bats  
in two nursery roosts by effluent from a coal fired power station  

 A follow-up study of atmospheric and soil pollution on greater horseshoe bats in two nursery 
roosts after the power station closed. 

 Recordings of ultrasound social calls made by lesser horseshoe bats ) in a nursery roost and a 
hibernaculum in North Wales and their use in the conservation of this endangered species. 
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Conferences 
Maggie has enthusiastically promoted bat conservation at national and international conferences 
and has collaborated with Peter and other bat workers: 
 
(1996). A comparison of cadmium levels in greater horseshoe bat droppings, atmospheric 

precipitation and soil samples. Veldhoven, Holland. 
(2002). Comparison of aerial deposition of cadmium before and after the closure of an oil fired 

power station in the vicinity of two greater horseshoe bat roosts. Le Havre, France. 
(2003). Ultrasound social calls and low frequency social calls used by adult greater horseshoe bats 

(Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a nursery roost in May. BCT Conference, York 
(2004). Ultrasound calls made by infant greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a 

nursery roost and a comparison with the ultrasound social calls of adults. Mikolaki, Poland  
(2004). Clustering behaviour of adult greater horseshoe bats, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, in a 

nursery roost. Mikolaki, Poland and BCT Conference, York.  
(2004). Comparison of ultrasound social calls made by adult greater horseshoe bats, Rhinolophus 

ferrumequinum, during the nocturnal return to a nursery roost before and after parturition. 
Mikolaki, Poland.   

(2005). Does the development of the repertoire of ultrasound social calls made by greater horseshoe 
bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) form the basis of a language ? IBRS Sacramento, USA.  

(2005). Observation of possible male advertisement calls made by greater horseshoe bats in two 
winter roosts. Galway, Eire.  

(2007). Development of ultrasound social calls made by adult Rhinolophus ferrumequinum bats from 
infant ultrasound calls. p 21, CIBRA, XXI IBAC, International Congress University of Pavia.  

 (2010). Increased occupancy of a loft roost by Rhinolophus ferrumequinum in the mating season 
during eleven years monitoring. Mammal Soc. Meeting, Bangor.  

(2011). Ultrasound calls of infant greater horseshoe bats (R. ferrumequinum) recorded in a nursery 
roost in West Wales were compared with ultrasound calls made by lesser horseshoe bats (R. 
hipposideros) in North Wales. Mammal Soc. Meeting, Nottingham.  

(2011). Recordings of ultrasound social calls made by Rhinolophus hipposideros in a nursery roost 
and a hibernaculum in North Wales and their use in the conservation of this endangered 
species. Mammal Soc. Meeting, Nottingham. 

 
Maggie has also made a significant difference to the understanding of bat social communication, 
with the following publications: 
 
ANDREWS, M. M., and P. T. ANDREWS. (2003). Ultrasound social calls made by greater horseshoe 

bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a nursery roost. Acta Chiropterologica, 5 (2): 221-234. 
ANDREWS, M. M., P. T. ANDREWS, D.F. WILLS and S. M. BEVIS. (2006). Ultrasound social calls of 

greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a hibernaculum. Acta Chir. 8 (1): 
197-212. 

ANDREWS, M. M., P. T. ANDREWS and T. P. McOWAT. (2008). Ultrasound calls made by infant 
greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in a nursery roost and a comparison 
with the ultrasound social calls of adults. In press CIBRA, XXI IBAC, International Congress 
University of Pavia.  

 
[A full list of relevant joint publications is included at the end of Appendix 1] 
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Appendix 3  

Supporting statements for Gail Armstrong 

 
Fay and Ian Pascoe 
Central Scotland Bat Group 

We would like to nominate Gail Armstrong for the Pete Guest Award.  Gail has been heavily involved 
in all aspects of bat work since 1994, when she attended her first ever bat walk. Since then she has 
become fascinated by all kinds of bats and devoted much of her time to learning about them and 
honing her skills. In 2008 she became a qualified trainer, with the result that she has prepared many 
volunteers to become qualified as roost visitors, surveyors and as bat carers, by running numerous 
specially tailored courses. She has an excellent website (www. batlady. co.uk) through which she can 
give advice – and we have personal experience of the fact that she is always willing to provide this 
face to face or over the phone. She considers involving people of all ages in bat conservation to be of 
great importance and is secretary of  the North Lancashire Bat Group; she constantly in demand for 
giving talks and conducting bat walks, as well as advising planners, builders and wildlife crime 
officers on the needs of her furry friends and their position in law. Not only is she a registered bat 
carer, she has spent many hours on the volunteer Out of Hours Helpline – easing the burden on BCT 
considerably. Recently she resigned – after a number of years – as Treasurer of BCT, so she has been 
of great help to the Trust (and therefore bat conservation) in an official capacity. 
 
And of course she has the added distinction of surviving a bite from a rabid bat! What better 
qualification for receiving this prestigious award! 

 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 4  

Supporting statements for Geoff Billington  

 
Jacquie Warren 
Somerset Bat Group 

I am nominating Geoff Billington for the Pete Guest award. 
 
He has devoted the last 25+ years of his life to bat conservation. He is always methodical in his 
approach to difficult problems, especially relating to innovative mitigation design and quickly grasps 
the pertinent issues and deals with them with care and good sense. He is highly meticulous and 
conscientious in his field work and bat worker training and the various courses he runs are 
legendary. His many professional and private radio tracking studies have revealed hitherto unknown 
bat behaviour patterns and ranges of species and using his great skill with radio tracking he has 
found literally hundreds of new roosts in a huge number of counties in UK. Geoff will always help out 
with advice and will often lend equipment and his own time to assist with bat research.   
Does this sound a bit biased? Well maybe it is, but it is not an exaggeration and is all accurate! 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 5  

Supporting statements for Annette Faulkner 

 
Garry Steele (Former Chairman), Nick Tribe (Former Secretary), Helen Scarborough 
(Current Secretary), Ian Nixon (Current Newsletter Editor) and Dave Hughes 
(Chairman) 
Lincolnshire Bat Group 

The criteria for the Pete Guest Award includes: dedication, innovation, enthusiasm and inspiration; 
making a difference, both to bats and to people, and helping make BCT’s vision become a reality. 
Annette Faulkner has all the above qualities and together with her husband Colin, her energy and 
enthusiasm have been the driving force that has made Lincolnshire Bat Group one of the most active 
Bat Groups in the Country. The key ways in which Annette has contributed to bat conservation are 
described below. 
 
County Recorder 
Annette took over bat recording in 1996 when the County’s bat records comprised little more than a 
carrier bag full of scraps of paper. Since then she has compiled a fully indexed database that is the 
envy of many other species recorders. Her recall of historic cases is legendary and she provides an 
invaluable service to local bat workers, planning authorities, consultants, the local Wildlife Trust and 
local Natural England team. More recently, Annette has overseen the transfer of her records onto 
the electronic data base held at the Lincolnshire Environmental Records Centre. This meant allowing 
members of Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust to use her home as an office one day a week. So numerous 
and detailed were Annette’s records that the process took over three years to complete. 
 
Bats on the Map’ project 
Annette pioneered the ‘Bats on the Map’ project which was aimed at collecting records and mapping 
the distribution of bats in the county. The data originate from VBW’s, consultants and members of 
the public; in particular at the many shows and events that Annette and Colin organise and attend in 
the County each year. As a result of Annette’s work, Lincolnshire has one of the most comprehensive 
datasets for bats in the country and Annette’s ‘Bats on the Map’ project was nominated for a 
Lincolnshire Environmental Award. 
 
Bat care 
Annette co-ordinates the rescue, care and rehabilitation of all grounded bats in the County, and in 
such a large County and few bat carers this is a time consuming and difficult task. Annette has 
developed good working relationships with local veterinarians to rehabilitate and release many bats 
that otherwise would have died. This knowledge and experience is passed onto new bat carers 
whom Annette trains and mentors. This includes organising a yearly bat carers meeting and as well 
other training events for bat carers. The good news for grounded bats is that Annette and Colin are 
on call 24/7.  
 
The Lincolnshire BAP and Bat Group representation 
Annette has used her extensive knowledge of the County’s bats to assist with the development and 
preparation of the Lincolnshire BAP. This includes representing the bat group on many working 
groups and liaising directly with interested parties and other members. She has also given interviews 
to local newspapers, radio and television. Annette has also commented on planning applications on 
behalf of the group and provides information to local planners and decision makers. This has 
included the development of a locally appropriate checklist for local planners to use when 
determining whether or not to ask for bat surveys as part of planning applications. 
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Annette has also targeted local soffit and window replacement companies, insulation companies and 
building firms in connection with operations that can affect bats. She has used these opportunities 
to form relationships with these companies and to provide them with valuable information relating 
to bat issues.  
 
Shows and events 
Annette coordinates the programme of shows and events that Lincolnshire Bat Group are involved 
with throughout the year; this can involve organising the transportation of our marquee from one 
end of the county to the other! She collates all the information collected at the shows, trains new 
members up to communicate with the general public, organises most of the leaflets and other 
information required and generally ensures that the events run smoothly and have enough 
manpower. 
 
Annette and Colin also undertake regular bat walks for members of the public in the south of the 
county. They also visit local schools, brownies, scouts and other children’s clubs with their ‘PR’ bats. 
 
Volunteer bat warden work  
Annette is one of Lincolnshire’s longest serving VBWs; she also coordinates the VBW effort in the 
county and assists in training new wardens. Most of the current VBW’s in Lincolnshire have been 
trained in part by Annette and Colin. Although not official trainers they have always strived to 
include as many trainees as possible in their work and share their skills, knowledge and enthusiasm. 
As part of her VBW work she has formed close working relationships with architects and the DAC 
which has proved invaluable in ensuring that appropriate surveys are undertaken and advice 
provided ahead of work to Churches. Annette compiles a ‘Bats in Churches’ list annually, which is 
sent out to all Church Architects known to work in Lincolnshire. This gets bats firmly on the agenda 
(whether they like it or not!).  
 
Bat Conservation Trust 
Colin and Annette have regularly contributed to many BCT surveys and have monitored a pipistrelle 
roost on a weekly basis for many years. Added to this have been Waterway and Field NBMP surveys 
as well as organising hibernation counts at a local disused railway tunnel and also a large country 
house.  
 
Wider conservation work 
Annette is also involved with the management and protection of local nature reserves in the 
Spalding area; she is a member of the Lincolnshire Naturalist Union (LNU) and the Lincolnshire 
Wildlife Trust (LWT). Where appropriate she includes her interest and knowledge of bats in these 
organisations for example by organising LNU bat and moth nights and adding a bat perspective to 
various groups in the LWT.  
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 6  

Supporting statements for Gareth Jones 

 
Richard Bullock 
London Bat Group and Biodiversity Officer, WWT London Wetland Centre 
 
Professor Gareth Jones (University of Bristol) for all the outstanding bat research he has done in the 
UK / abroad.  Also: he’s a really good bloke too.   
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 7  

Supporting statements for Tony Mitchell-Jones 

 
Jean Matthews 
Gwynedd Bat Group & Countryside Council for Wales 

I would like to nominate Tony Mitchell-Jones for this award. He retired from Natural England this 
year and it seems fitting to mark this occasion and thank him for all his work for bat conservation. 
I've known him mostly through my work with Nature Conservancy Council and then with CCW and 
have always found him to be very helpful in dealing with my queries since I started as an 
inexperienced species officer in NCC over 20 years ago. I don't know when he started working in NCC 
(or even NC) but by the time I started he was already a well-known proponent of bat conservation. 
People will know him for the numerous guidance notes and publications he authored, but not 
everyone will know the work behind the scenes trying to get money for research projects and grant 
aid and most of all I think raising and maintaining the profile of bat conservation in the UK and 
internationally. 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 8  

Supporting statements for Jan Ragg 

 
Colin Edwards 
Essex Bat Group, Cambridge Bat Group and Beds Bat Group 

I would like to nominate Jan Ragg of Essex Bat Group for the Pete Guest Award. 
 
Jan is more than worthy of this award for her constant dedication to bat care and bat rehabilitation. 
This season has seen higher than usual numbers of injured and mal-nourished bats coming through 
Jan's care system. The work load for her has been excessive though she has never waived from the 
duty of care that she provides for these creatures that provide so much fascination to us helpers and 
fellow bat group members. At times Jan has worked relentlessly to the point of exhaustion with the 
never ending task of feeding the baby bats. Her skill and knowledge is second to none and she 
achieves a high success rate with those bats that come in as either injured, as babies or just simply 
as tired and hungry bats.....and whilst taking on the care duties she also organises the ambulance 
drivers and personally deals with many of the calls form the BCT help line herself. How she finds 
time on top of this for flight cage, NBMP surveys and simply providing time and advice to the rest of 
us is unknown to me....I think some weeks at the peak time she must not get any sleep at all. 
  
Jan is a true professional if ever there were one in terms of volunteer bat workers taking on the roll 
of bat care, her dedication and tireless attitude is an inspiration to us all and for that reason I feel 
there would be none more deserving of the Pete Guest Award. 
 

Dr Odette Robson 
Suffolk Bat Group and Essex Bat Group 

Please could I please nominated Jan Ragg from the Essex Bat Group for the Pete Guest Award. She is 
so dedicated to bat care and often can’t even leave her house during the busiest periods due to 24 
hour bat care! She never misses replying to an email asking for help and advice, even when she has a 
house full of bats to feed, and is hugely helpful to other bat carers – always managing to find space 
for a bat that needs help and never turning any away. Jan works with Sue Burton, who drives far and 
wide on a very regular basis collecting sick/injured bats and delivering them to Jan. They are an 
amazing team and both deserve recognition for their dedication and contribution to bat 
conservation: Not only do they rehabilitate and release a lot of bats, but the educational and 
research aspects of bat care are equally as important to bat conservation and raising the profile of 
bats in the community.  
 

Sue Burton 
Essex Bat Group 

I would like to nominate Jan Ragg of Essex Bat Group. Jan works tirelessly for grounded and injured 
Bats in Essex. During the whole summer season she becomes a virtual prisoner in her own home, 
having to give up days out or visiting friends or family. She works, sometimes in the peak season a 
20hour day feeding, cleaning and caring for the bats brought in to her. 
  
She also oversees the bat flight cage and a band of enthusiastic ambulance drivers. During the winter 
things calm down and she can start to get out to take up a normal life but it is also her time to get on 
with the records. 
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We can turn up with bats in the early hours of the morning or ask her questions during the busy 
feeding times and she is always there to answer our questions and advise us.  
  
She is in an inspiration to us all and her sheer dedication and devotion deserves to be recognised 
 

Mick Westby 
Essex Bat Group 

I would like to nominate Jan Ragg of the Essex bat group for this award. I am an ambulance driver for 
the Essex group, and also help out in the exercising and releasing of the many bats that pass through 
Jan’s care (probably nearing 300 this year), so I see her almost every day. I believe that her success 
rate in nurturing and repairing sick and injured bats cannot be equalised, as I see first-hand. I know 
that at the peak rescue time she was always up from 6am till 12.30 am the next day, getting only 
about 5 hours sleep a night. Also the amount I have learned about bats and their care from her is 
immeasurable, so if anyone is deserving of this award for dedication it is Jan. 
 

Brian Phillips 
Herts & Middlesex Bat Group & Gloucestershire Bat Group   

Can I add a word of support for the nomination of Jan Ragg of Essex Bat Group for this award? Jan 
has, for many years, been the primary bat carer for the Essex and Herts & Middx Bat Groups, often 
having 40+ bats in care during the peak season. Having spent time on many occasions at her house 
assisting her, I know how long it takes to get a single baby pipistrelle to eat the amount of 
mealworms it needs to stay alive, and I am always glad to leave again after a couple of hours. Jan 
does this constantly from early morning until late at night for months, as well as washing and 
preparing boxes for people to collect bats in, weighing and measuring the bats, and organising those 
to be flown in the rehabilitation cages or taken for release.  Her dedication even extends to buying 
the house next door to her own in order to have double the space for indoor flight cages and bat 
boxes. She is also responsible for organising and building the Harlow rehabilitation flight cage, and 
stoically repairing it after it was vandalised shortly after opening. She has trained many volunteers in 
bat care and handling and, like many in the local bat groups, I got my first chances to handle bats of 
at least seven different species at her house, which proved invaluable for getting my licence. Her 
dedication to bat care is such that she now gets little time for anything else, but she has also 
organised surveys and roost visits and is an expert in sound analysis, and happy to give the benefit of 
her years of experience. She would be highly deserving of this award. 
  

Jennifer Spelling 
Essex Bat Group member 

I would like to nominate Jan Ragg of the Essex Bat Group for the Pete Guest Award 2011. The 
dedication Jan shows to the rescue, care and rehabilitation of bats in Essex and surrounding areas is 
outstanding. Every year Jan gives as much time as humanly possible throughout the months of April, 
May, June, July and August to the care of injured and abandoned bats. 2011 has been a record year 
for rescues and the extra house Jan and husband Geoff bought for the bats has come in very handy. 
Jan never complains and only asks for help when things get really silly... 
 
Jan also meticulously records the vital statistics of every bat received through the door and so 
contributes to the ongoing monitoring of bat populations within Essex.  
 
Outside of the bat breeding season, Jan (and husband/batman Geoff) organises surveys and carries 
out the training and organisation of volunteers, as well as the hosting of education and awareness-
raising events. 
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Without doubt, Jan provides an outstanding practical contribution to bat conservation, and has done 
for many years now. She never asks for recognition or thanks, and would hate me for nominating 
her, but I feel her dedication and passion for bat conservation and care deserves recognition. 
 

Emily Holt 
Essex Bat Group 

I would like Jan Ragg from Essex Bat Group to be nominated for the Pete Guest Award. Jan is 
extremely dedicated to bat care and this summer has had a record number of bats within her care. 
As well as caring for bats she also gives her time organising surveys and analysing the results. The 
amount of bat work that Jan fits into her daily routine is impressive and highly commendable. As 
well as all of this, Jan is always on hand to give advice and to help with improving knowledge of 
others within Essex Bat Group. I have been with Essex Bat Group for a year and a half and in this 
time I have learnt a huge amount and have been able to be involved with caring for some bats at 
home myself. This would not have been possible without Jan's help and guidance.  
 
I believe that through excellent knowledge and sheer dedication that Jan has made a significant 
impact upon the conservation of bats and truly deserves this award. Jan always strives to find a bat a 
home so that it can be cared for and then released. The bats are all treated with exceptional loving 
care.  
 

Kim Wallis 
Essex Bat Group 

I would like to nominate Jan Ragg of the Essex Bat Group for the Pete Guest Award. I have been 
helping Jan with bat care for a number of years and am always astounded at how much time and 
energy she dedicates to bat care and rehabilitation. This year Essex Bat Group have received record 
numbers of injured and starving bats, most of which Jan either directly collects and cares for. Jan 
also ensures those of us who help and take on bats to care for are suitably experienced and 
confident. She is always at the end of the phone for queries and advice and always offers to look 
over the bats for us. As mentioned, this year has been extraordinary and Jan never stops caring for 
the bats. At one point she had over 50, many of which were babies who needed special attention. 
She was exhausted but never gave up on a single one. She is remarkable in her passion for bats and 
is professional throughout all her work. I really feel Jan should be recognised for all her hard work 
and dedication, she is an inspiration and has helped many others like myself with a passion for bats 
to get involved and help these remarkable creatures.  
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Appendix 9  

Voting form 

 
If you would prefer to vote by post, or in person at the Bat Worker Forum, please print this 
page, fill in the details below, and either: 
 

• Return to: Pete Guest Award, FAO Lisa Worledge, Bat Conservation Trust, Quadrant 
House, 250 Kennington Lane, London. SE11 5RD by Thursday 15th September 
 
OR 

 
• Bring along to the Bat Worker Forum on Friday 16th September at Warwick 

University 
 
 
 

Your Name   
 
 
 

Bat Group    
 
 
 

Name of nominee for whom you’d like to 
vote 
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