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Pete Guest Award: 2015 Nominations 
 
Background 
The Pete Guest Award is given in memory of Pete Guest who was an inspirational figure in 
the bat conservation movement for more than 20 years.  Each year, the bat world is invited 
to nominate people who have made an outstanding practical contribution to bat 
conservation. The criteria for the award includes: dedication, innovation, enthusiasm and 
inspiration in making a difference, both to bats and to people, helping make BCT's vision 
become a reality.   
 
 
Previous winners of the award are: 

2014 Colin Morris 
2013 Maggie Brown 
2012 Daniel Hargreaves 
2011 Peter & Maggie Andrews 
2010 Roger Ransome 
2009  Sue Swift 
2008  Tom McOwat 
2007  Phil Burkinshaw 
2006  John Haddow 
2005  Phil Richardson 
2004  Tony Hutson 
2003 Jenny Clark* 
2002 Shirley Thompson* 

 

* BCT set up an award for “Outstanding voluntary contribution to bat conservation” in 2002, 
winners received a framed picture. Following Pete’s death, the Trustees proposed a new 
award in Pete’s name as a way of honouring his contribution to bat conservation. They also 
proposed that a formal trophy be sculptured, first awarded in 2004.  This then replaced the 
award set-up in 2002. 
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This Year’s Nominations 
A total of 11 bat workers have been nominated (inc. two joint nominations) for the Pete 
Guest award in 2015: 

Name Voting reference  
(see How to Vote) 

John Altringham PGA-Altringham 

Gail Armstrong PGA-Armstrong 

Richard Crompton & Sandie Sowler PGA-CromptonSowler 

John Kaczanow PGA-Kaczanow 

Shirley Martin PGA-Martin 

Chris & Mike Pawling PGA-Pawling 

Arthur Rivett PGA-Rivett 

James Shipman PGA-Shipman 

Nick Tomlinson PGA-Tomlinson 

 
Supporting statements submitted with nominations are enclosed in Appendices 1-10. 
  
How to Vote 
To register your vote by email: 

• Please copy and paste the relevant voting reference (see table above) into the 
subject of a new email  

• Write your name and bat group (if you are a member of one) only in the main body 
of text 

• Email to: lworledge@bats.org.uk by 5.30 pm on Friday 28th August 
 

Please be aware that if the voting reference has not been entered correctly, your vote may 
not be registered. Therefore please double check before sending.  
 
To register your vote by post: 

• Print out and complete the voting form sent with this document 
•  Return the form to: Pete Guest Award, FAO Lisa Worledge, Bat Conservation Trust, 

Quadrant House, 250 Kennington Lane, London. SE11 5RD by Friday 28th August 
 
Votes received after 5.30pm on 28th August will not be valid, therefore please ensure you 
allow sufficient time for delivery.  
 
There will not be an opportunity to vote in person at the Bat Workers Forum. This was 
agreed at the 2012 Forum and means that the award is able to be presented already 
engraved with the winners name at the National Bat Conference as it has been for the last 
two years. 

 

mailto:lworledge@bats.org.uk
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Please note that you are only allowed one vote.  Your name will be stored by BCT solely for 
the purpose of imposing this rule. Names will not be published or announced publically. 
 
The Decision Process 
The nominee with the greatest number of votes will be announced at the Bat Worker Forum 
on Friday 11th September. The Pete Guest Award will be formally presented on Saturday 12th 
September at the National Bat Conference.   
 
Appendices 
Appendix 1 Supporting statement for John Altringham    p. 4 
Appendix 2 Supporting statement for Gail Armstrong    p. 5 
Appendix 3 Supporting statement for Richard Crompton & Sandie Sowler  p. 6 
Appendix 4 Supporting statement for John Kaczanow    p. 7 
Appendix 5 Supporting statements for Shirley Martin    p. 8 
Appendix 6 Supporting statements for Chris & Mike Pawling   p. 10 
Appendix 7 Supporting statement for Arthur Rivett     p. 12 
Appendix 8 Supporting statement for James Shipman    p. 13 
Appendix 9 Supporting statement for Nick Tomlinson    p. 15 
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Appendix 1  

Supporting statement for John Altringham 

 
West Yorkshire Bat Group 
 
West Yorkshire Bat Group think that it's time to acknowledge the valuable contribution John 
Altringham has made to bat conservation. He has supported the Bat Conservation Trust since its 
inception, has always been willing to talk to our bat group (and others), has advanced our knowledge 
of bats through his work and, particularly, has written three books that make studying bats 
accessible to the ordinary bat-worker. He has always been dedicated to bat conservation, from his 
early days researching in Fife -"this tiny bundle of energy (a Natterer's bat) in my hand was an 
engineering marvel,"- to his recent work bringing academic rigour to conservation practice. His 
endless enthusiasm for bats has inspired his students, many of whom have continued to add to our 
bat knowledge, ordinary people via his work with the media (remember hibernating bats on Autumn 
Watch, and the discovery of Alcathoe in the UK?), and also local wildlife interest groups. The 
direction of the recent research that he leads, approaching bat conservation on a landscape scale 
and challenging the effectiveness of bat mitigation via research and through the planning system, is 
both innovative and important for the future of bat conservation. By the nature of his work, John 
has been able to contribute significantly to bat conservation, but beyond his work he has been 
generous in his time and support for many others in the field of bat conservation. 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 2  

Supporting statement for Gail Armstrong 

 
James Shipman 
Chairperson of Berks and South Bucks Bat Group 
 

I would like to nominate Gail Armstrong again this year, the third year I have nominated her. I would 
have picked my other inspiration Daniel Hargreaves but he has taken this award! 
   
Gail Armstrong has been involved with bats for many years and for those who know her will know 
that she is an amazing 'batty' person with an amazing personality! If it wasn't for Gail i would never 
have been involved with bats. I went on her handling course as the first ever thing i did with bats and 
i was hooked. For anyone who knows me they will know how enthusiastic and excited over anything 
revolving around bats and Gail is the one to thank for this. I think Gail deserves this award for her 
years of work with bats, bat care and involvement with BCT. She has helped many well known bat 
workers around now get to where they are and i think she is very easily forgotten for the work she 
does behind the scenes with bats. 
  
Her passion and dedication to bats is amazing and her ability to pass this interest on to others is 
amazing! 
   
I would have never have found this amazing hobby and interest if it wasn't for Gail and i hope you 
can understand how much she means to me as a bat worker and as a friend. Please share my vote 
for Gail! 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 3  

Supporting statement for Richard Crompton & Sandie Sowler 

 
Nick Sibbett 
Suffolk Bat Group 
 
I would like to nominate Richard Crompton and Sandie Sowler for the Pete Guest Award for 
their major achievement in providing the first structured and high quality training for 
professional bat surveyors. 
  
Richard and Sandie set up 'Bat Licence Training Course' (BLTC) in 2008 and have run 
repeated courses ever since, with over 150 people having been successfully trained.  The 
Bat Licence Training Course was prepared to address the difficulty many professional 
ecologists had obtaining licence training through local bat groups, many of whom are unable 
or unwilling to offer training to those intending to use their bat licences for commercial 
purposes.  Training for these people before BLTC, many of them working as consultants, was 
variable and although there were obvious exceptions bat consultants were not necessarily 
thought of as being fully competent. 
  
The standard of professional bat survey has been increased by the provision of this training 
course, nit just for the people trained by Richard and Sandie but also for the knock-on 
benefits of those trained people passing on their knowledge to colleagues and to fellow Bat 
Group members.  The standards set by Richard and Sandie on the course are being accepted 
more widely as being necessary to demonstrate competency. 
  
Richard and Sandie provide follow-up support to their trained professionals using a variety 
of social media such as Facebook and LinkedIn.  They also provide support to other bat 
workers using social media at no cost. 
  
They both deserve the Pete Guest Award due to significantly raising the standards of 
professional surveys by consultants and others, leading to much better outcomes for bats in 
development cases and elsewhere. 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 4  

Supporting statement for John Kaczanow 

 
Greg Smith 
 
I would like to nominate John Kaczanow for this award. He has done lots of work over the 
years at massive personal expense to create and manage many habitats for bats. John has 
often been unpopular with others (including myself at times) but this work, along with his 
attitude to getting things done has paid off for bats many times over. Horseshoe habitat 
projects such as those at Sourton would not exist today without these efforts. I'm not sure 
how his last name is spelled, but everyone seems to know who he is (for many reasons!). 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 5  

Supporting statements for Shirley Martin 

 
John Martin 
Westmorland & Furness Bat Group 
 
I’d like to nominate my wife Shirley for this award. 
 
Shirley has been a passionate bat worker for nearly thirty years, the majority of them as a 
licensed VBRV and trainer.  She gives her time and advice freely to bats and people with 
related needs.  Always selfless by putting bats and people’s needs before her own she is one 
of those who tirelessly give much time and resources to always achieving a successful 
outcome. 
 
Her support of SNCO and BCT staff is enduring, well knowing the pressures that come with 
such work whilst giving her utmost for the conservation aims of a subject she loves. 
 
I don’t know if I can sing her praises being so closely related. There’s more I could say but 
hopefully you might consider recognising her work to date. 
 
 
Gail Armstrong 
North Lancashire Bat Group 
 
I'd be happy to support the nomination of Shirley Martin for the Pete Guest award. I think 
that Shirley has been involved with volunteer bat work for about 30 years. Her knowledge 
and enthusiasm is evident and she is never happier than when passing that onto others. As a 
roost visitor, she is always keen to work with householders to find the best solution to a 
problem. As an ambassador for bats, she never flags. She carries out untold numbers of bat 
walks and talks and attends country fairs and other events (even when on holiday!). Shirley 
is also a very nurturing presence to her trainees and always quick to offer her support and 
advice. 
 
 
Bob Moon 
Manx Bat Group 
 
I support Shirley Martin of the Westmorland and Furness Bat Group for this year’s Pete 
Guest Award.  
 
Shirley has been a licensed bat worker for around thirty years and during that time her quiet 
dedication has made an enormous difference to the cause of bat conservation. She is very 
good at engaging with people and communicating her passion for bats, which tends to bring 
about better outcomes with roost owners as well as providing an excellent role model for 
fellow bat workers. Bats need friends and Shirley has worked with enthusiasm to encourage 
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volunteers to become active in bat conservation and to raise the general awareness of bats 
with members of the public.  
 
The Westmorland & Furness Bat Group has reason to be thankful for Shirley’s tireless active 
service connected to all the things that the group does. She also has a cheeky and disarming 
sense of humour which makes it alright when things don’t quite go as planned! As a trainer 
of volunteers Shirley is an inspiration – I have her to thank for much of the bat knowledge I 
possess. She is a natural leader who often shuns centre stage, so does not get due 
acknowledgment when things seem to just magically get done.   
 
Shirley is a hard working, determined and effective advocate for bats and her achievements 
deserve to be recognised through this award. 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 6  

Supporting statements for Chris & Mike Pawling 

 
Nik Knight 
Chairperson of Hampshire Bat Group 
 
Chris and Mike Pawling have been the mainstay of the Hampshire Bat Group for the past 
twenty-five years. For most of that time they ran our bat hospital, pioneering bat 
rehabilitation. Their devotion to the care of their patients extended to collecting bats from 
all over our large county, feeding pups at all hours of the day and night and keeping detailed 
records. 
 
Their educational bats have accompanied them to a vast number of talks and 
demonstrations, inspiring and informing people of all ages about these wonderful 
mammals. Their enthusiasm and wide experience enables them to communicate their 
conservation message to audiences ranging from infant classes to adult wildlife groups. 
Almost every week throughout each summer, Chris and Mike took our displays to public 
events and led numerous bat walks, where their friendly charm engaged visitors with these 
amazing animals. 
 
Until their recent retirement from the bat care and educational work, most of the rooms in 
their home seemed to be involved in their passion for bats, including making children’s craft 
materials and storing and maintaining our equipment. Needless to say, it has needed a lot of 
new volunteers to take over the work of these two wonderful people. 
 
Mike was our Chairman from 2001 to 2008, when his wisdom and practicality guided us 
through a time of great change. Both Chris and Mike remain active on our committee, while 
Chris edits our journal ‘Bat Droppings’ and contributes lively articles. Many of our current 
members were inspired and trained by them, leading by example and friendly 
encouragement. In addition to all their dedicated work in Hampshire, Chris and Mike have 
shared their expertise as roost visitors and as volunteers for the BCT’s out of hours helpline. 
 
I know of no-one else who has done so much for bat conservation on so many fronts and in 
such a kind and generous way. 
 
 
Steve Page 
Hampshire Bat Group 
 
Chris and Mike's dedication and commitment to sustaining and promoting bat welfare is 
legendary in Hampshire. The network of friends and contacts they've created extends to 
schools, scout and youth groups, property owners, caretakers and water bailiffs! Wildlife 
NGO's regularly consulted them to run events or to tap their wealth of knowledge extending 
over thirty years. During this time they have developed interactive demonstrations of bats 
and their benefits to man. The disabled but otherwise fit bats in their care, nurtured back to 
health in their licensed bat hospital have criss-crossed Hampshire to this end. Also carried 
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with them was a large model house wired with lights to illustrate where bat are roosting 
cheek by jowl with an unsuspecting public who are grateful when told of the number of 
midges they consume! Over the years Chris must have made thousands of black felt cutouts 
for young children to decorate and take home. These are just three examples of their efforts 
to help people of ages to engage with bats and see them in a positive way whether in 
schools and evening groups or at county shows. 
 
Their hands on involvement extends beyond interacting with the public: mention 
somewhere in Hampshire and they can tell you of a roost or a loft they've visited or a pup 
rescued. The fact that Mike and Chris have so many bat sightings logged against them is in 
no small part due to the trust property owners and caretakers have in them and that they 
are happy to have them return year after year. In July 2014 Chris and Mike logged the 
survey report for Winchester Cathedral, 30 years after their first in 1984! 
 
Their quiet but reassuring manner and ‘can do’ attitude is enchanting and has made it easy 
for members of the public to join HBG, myself included. Their desire to sustain the county 
group has been Churchillian in taking on roles vacated as others moved on or retired. This 
extended period of stewardship provided time and space for the group to broaden and 
reorganise and introduce new young talent. Chris and Mike are still committee members 
but with the advancement of time they have been able to facilitate continuity and they are 
now able to pass on the baton to younger members. Their former roles are now shared by a 
team.  
 
Recognition of Chris and Mike's selfless work over many decades before and after  
retirement, to promote the understanding of Bats in Hampshire as well as their welfare 
particularly with young people is well deserved and if the casting vote was with those 
Hampshire bats it - would be assured. 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 7  

Supporting statement for Arthur Rivett 

 
Sue Hooton     Anne Kell 
Chairperson of Suffolk Bat Group  Suffolk Bat Group 
 
Last October, Arthur clocked up more than 30 years of dedication to bat conservation - a 
massive achievement which continues to inspire newcomers to get involved.  He helped set 
up Suffolk Bat Group back in 1984 and served as its first Chairman for the next 12 years. 
However the wider bat community may not know of his involvement in the discussions that 
led to the establishment of the Bat Conservation Trust when he was the Eastern Region 
Representative with Bat Groups of Britain.  
 
Thirty years later, Arthur is still on the Suffolk Bat Group committee, is active as a volunteer 
roost visitor as well as being the Group’s Trainer and supports anyone keen to train as a 
roost visitor or wanting experience for a survey licence.  He has embraced the technology of 
bat detectors & computer sound analysis and after group surveys, writes up all the reports 
so that landowners get the best advice for managing their trees and woodlands for bats. He 
also masterminds the hibernation checks across the county and his experience in dealing 
with lots of batty situations over the years is like a library for others to borrow from. 
 
Therefore in our opinion he is an excellent candidate to put forward for the Pete Guest 
Award. 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 8  

Supporting statement for James Shipman 

 
Stewart Finlayson 
Director, Department of Natural History, The Gibraltar Museum 
 
I write to you to nominate Mr James Shipman for this year’s Pete Guest Award 2015. 
 
James is a Bat worker based in Hungerford, UK, who four years ago approached us here in 
Gibraltar, a British Overseas Territory in the southernmost tip of Iberia with an interest in 
helping and guiding us into caring for our local bats. Bats, in Gibraltar were an overlooked 
group which had never been studied properly. He set up a meeting with the Gibraltar 
Government’s Ministry for the Environment, The Gibraltar Museum and the Gibraltar 
Ornithological and Natural History Society and paid his way to meet with us. At that 
meeting, James’s passion for these animals was clear and on that day we formed ‘Gib-Bats’ 
a collaboration between the Gibraltar Government, The Gibraltar Museum and the Gibraltar 
Ornithological and Natural History Society with the sole purpose of studying Gibraltar's bats, 
raising local awareness and protecting local bats.  
 
Over the past four years James has led this project single-handedly. His enthusiasm has 
encouraged a total of eight locals to train in bat work. He has helped organise the 2014 
Gibraltar Bat Night which was an extraordinary success with over 250 people attending. He 
has lectured for the local public on Gibraltar's bats, taken part in departmental seminars, 
helped organise a bat stall, raising awareness at the 2015 Gibraltar Museum’s Open Day 
with over 800 people visiting, and is now working to establish which species of bats are 
using the Gibraltar Neanderthal Caves and Environments site which this year is being put 
forward for UNESCO World Heritage status. During the last four years, James and his new 
team have also discovered four new species of bat for Gibraltar. These are the Khul’s 
pipistrelle (Pipistrellus kuhlii), the common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), The Isabelline 
serotine bat (Eptesicus isabellinus) and the Greater Noctule bat (Nyctalus lasiopterus). 
 
James has paid his way through all of his trips to Gibraltar since 2012, coming five times 
yearly. He has gained no monetary compensation for his time spent here, which he does for 
the sheer love of these animals and drives to educate the local community into caring for 
the local bats.  
 
Under his advice, the local Government has now funded 50 Schwegler bat boxes which are 
being fitted all around Gibraltar with the aim of helping the local bat population’s increase.  
Only recently, the Gibraltar Museum and Gibraltar Government’s Department for the 
Environment have purchased necessary bat work equipment. Before then, all equipment 
used was brought over from the UK by James, and was personally funded and procured.  
The future in Gibraltar is looking much brighter for bats. The project is now backed by all 
necessary agencies, NGOs and the local Government and is licenced to carry on studying 
and protecting bats for years to come. Laws are in place to protect bats, and the awareness 
James has raised over the past few years has opened the communities eyes, making people 
want to care for these wonderful mammals. James and the rest of the team are now also in 
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contact with SECEMU, and also in collaboration with CSIC in Doñana, Spain, bat workers in 
Portugal and also the relevant authorities in Morocco looking at ways of expanding our 
project, and studies.  
 
I wish to nominate James because of his dedication, innovation, enthusiasm and inspiration 
IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE, both to bats and people here in Gibraltar. 
 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 9  

Supporting statement for Nick Tomlinson 

 

Susan Wreford 
Dorset Bat Group 
 

I would like to nominate Nick Tomlinson for the Pete Guest award.  He always has 
innovative projects on the go and in the 15 years I've known him he has always 
been enthusiastic, not just about bats and other wildlife, but about motivating people to 
share his can-do attitude.  He is extremely dedicated and at one stage took a job with BCT in 
London, which necessitated long hours of travel between Dorset and the capital.  Happily 
for the bats and bat-workers of Dorset he's back working in this beautiful county.   
 
 
Back to contents list 
 


