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Pete Guest Award: 2016 Nominations 
 
Background 
The Pete Guest Award is given in memory of Pete Guest who was an inspirational figure in 
the bat conservation movement for more than 20 years.  Each year, the bat world is invited 
to nominate people who have made an outstanding practical contribution to bat 
conservation. The criteria for the award includes: dedication, innovation, enthusiasm and 
inspiration in making a difference, both to bats and to people, helping make BCT's vision 
become a reality.   
 
Previous winners of the award are: 

2015 Arthur Rivett 
2014 Colin Morris 
2013 Maggie Brown 
2012 Daniel Hargreaves 
2011 Peter & Maggie Andrews 
2010 Roger Ransome 
2009  Sue Swift 
2008  Tom McOwat 
2007  Phil Burkinshaw 
2006  John Haddow 
2005  Phil Richardson 
2004  Tony Hutson 
2003 Jenny Clark* 
2002 Shirley Thompson* 

 

* BCT set up an award for “Outstanding voluntary contribution to bat conservation” in 2002, 
winners received a framed picture. Following Pete’s death, the Trustees proposed a new 
award in Pete’s name as a way of honouring his contribution to bat conservation. They also 
proposed that a formal trophy be sculptured, first awarded in 2004.  This then replaced the 
award set-up in 2002. 
 



- 2 - 

This Year’s Nominations 
A total of 13 bat workers have been nominated (inc. one joint nomination) for the Pete 
Guest award in 2016: 

Name Voting reference  
(see How to Vote) 

Gail Armstrong PGA-Armstrong 

Julie Ellison PGA-Ellison 

Denise Foster PGA-Foster 

Mike Freeman PGA-Freeman 

Sally Humphreys PGA-Humphreys 

John Kaczanow PGA-Kaczanow 

Chris & Mike Pawling PGA-Pawling 

Lizzie Platt PGA-Platt 

Jan Ragg PGA-Ragg 

Jon Russ PGA-Russ 

James Shipman PGA-Shipman 

Donna Street PGA-Street 

 
Supporting statements submitted with nominations are enclosed in Appendices 1-13. 
  
How to Vote 
To register your vote by email: 

• Please copy and paste the relevant voting reference (see table above) into the 
subject of a new email  

• Write your name and bat group (if you are a member of one) only in the main body 
of text 

• Email to: lworledge@bats.org.uk by 5.30 pm on Friday 19th August 
 

Please be aware that if the voting reference has not been entered correctly, your vote may 
not be registered. Therefore please double check before sending.  
 
To register your vote by post: 

• Print out and complete the voting form sent with this document 
•  Return the form to: Pete Guest Award, FAO Lisa Worledge, Bat Conservation Trust, 

Quadrant House, 250 Kennington Lane, London. SE11 5RD by Friday 19th August 
 
Votes received after 5.30pm on 19th August will not be valid, therefore please ensure you 
allow sufficient time for delivery.  
 

mailto:lworledge@bats.org.uk
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There will not be an opportunity to vote in person at the Bat Workers Forum. This was 
agreed at the 2012 Forum and means that the award is able to be presented already 
engraved with the winner’s name at the National Bat Conference as it has been for the last 
three years. 
 
Please note that you are only allowed one vote.  Your name will be stored by BCT solely for 
the purpose of imposing this rule. Names will not be published or announced publically. 
 
The Decision Process 
The nominee with the greatest number of votes will be announced at the Bat Worker Forum 
on Friday 2nd September. The Pete Guest Award will be formally presented on Saturday 3rd 
September at the National Bat Conference.   
 
Appendices 
Appendix 1 Supporting statement for Gail Armstrong    p. 4 
Appendix 2 Supporting statement for Julie Ellison     p. 6 
Appendix 3 Supporting statement for Denise Foster     p. 7 
Appendix 4 Supporting statement for Mike Freeman    p. 8 
Appendix 5 Supporting statement for Sally Humphreys    p. 10 
Appendix 6 Supporting statement for John Kaczanow    p. 11 
Appendix 7 Supporting statements for Chris & Mike Pawling   p. 12 
Appendix 8 Supporting statement for Lizzie Platt     p. 14 
Appendix 9 Supporting statement for Jan Ragg     p. 15 
Appendix 10 Supporting statement for Jon Russ     p. 16 
Appendix 11 Supporting statement for James Shipman    p. 17 
Appendix 12 Supporting statement for Donna Street    p. 18 
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Appendix 1  

Supporting statement for Gail Armstrong 

 
Shirley Martin 
South Cumbria Bat Group 
 
I would like to nominate Gail Armstrong for the Pete Guest Award due to her pragmatic approach to 
life whilst endorsing a passion for anything batty.  
 
From bat rescue and care, to her work with North Lancashire (and surrounding) Bat Groups, BCT, 
professional approach to fieldwork, roosts, trainees, members of the public and house holders, Gail 
educates and supports so many.  
 
I have known Gail for more than 20 years through bat work. Many others will have come across Gail 
for other reasons. These are just a few of the bat based activities that drive her, Gail …………  
 

 is a dedicated and successful bat carer  

As bat rehabilitator, Gail puts great importance on using the bats to increase the knowledge 
of bat anatomy, species identification and handling with her long term captives which is an 
invaluable resource available to so few people.  

 runs bat care workshops  

 carries out public talks and walks in Lancashire, Cumbria and Yorkshire  

 attends schools, local shows and youth groups promoting bats to children  

 runs renowned bat handling courses  

 holds a Natural England Licence to keep captive bats that cannot be released  

 attends every Bat Conference wherever it may be, often running a workshop or Chairing a 
session  

 takes part in the National Bat Monitoring Programme  

 is a past Treasurer and Trustee of BCT  

 has held a Licence to disturb bats since 1996  

 has been a Voluntary Bat Roost Visitor Trainer for Natural England since 2008  

 thoroughly enjoys working with all bat enthusiasts and training unlicensed bat workers  

 is always happy to pass on her knowledge of bats, their habitats, ecology and protection  

 talks to businesses and individuals to aid understanding of bat conservation and surrounding 
legislation  

 appears on radio and television to enthuse about bats  

 leads survey visits to check known roost sites  

 also works as a professional ecologist  

 works with other bat workers to share ideas  

 is a great organiser, support and friend to many  
 
When considering people for the Award, it is recommended that Nominees should possess the 
following criteria:  ‘dedication, innovation, enthusiasm and inspiration in making a difference, both 
to bats and to people’   
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I really can’t think of a more deserving individual. Gail, who ticks all these boxes in so many ways 
most certainly has made and still is, unselfishly making, an ‘outstanding practical contribution’ to bat 
conservation. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 2  

Supporting statement for Julie Ellison  

 
Rosa Torraca and Giuseppe Torraca 
Lincolnshire Bat Group 
 
We would like to nominate Julie Ellison for the Pete Guest Award. We met Julie less than a year ago 
on a local bat walk; she immediately made us feel welcome. Her enthusiasm for the subject had us 
hooked from the start. She took the time to educate everyone on the walk including children in an 
endearing and straightforward way and answered all of our questions. Little did we know at that 
point how much of Julie’s life is dedicated to the bat cause.  
 
We signed up straightaway to the Lincolnshire Bat Group; and wanted to get involved. Julie is always 
rallying the troops for hibernation surveys, bat box checks, special Daubenton surveys, not to 
mention the 23 emergence surveys she scheduled for June. There is never a quiet time of the year 
for her; and she even managed to find time to get her bat licence and care for sick and injured bats. 
Julie also gives talks to local wildlife groups, one of which we attended and we continued to be 
enthralled. This spring Julie has put up posters about bat care on an industrial estate where she 
found 3 grounded bats last year.  
 
Julie has certainly inspired us to get involved and she is clearly committed to raising awareness of 
bats and bat care in the community, which I why we have nominated her.  
 
Look up the word “dedication” in a dictionary and you will find a picture of Julie in her woolly hat at 
dusk with a bat detector in hand. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 3  

Supporting statement for Denise Foster  

 
Yolande Watson 
Chair of the ReWilding Project in Ross-on-Wye 
Treasurer of Ross-on-Wye Tourism Association 
 
I'd like to nominate Denise Foster of the Herefordshire Mammal (and Bat) Group.   
 
Denise is an inspiration to us all for her dedication to the current and future welfare of bats.  She is 
the Chair of the Herefordshire Mammal (and Bat) Group, manages the Groups' facebook page, 
organises a multitude of site visits, carries out bat (and mammal) surveys across the county, is 
pioneering new work in churches with bat, swift and wildlife/bio-diversity management as well as 
compiled a report that shows distribution of bats across Herefordshire.  Her passion for her subject 
is evident and she is an excellent 'hands-on' teacher for those of us who are entering the 'world of 
bats'.  Denise deserves this award as a special recognition for the amazing amount of work (and 
effort) she does as a volunteer for bats in Herefordshire. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 4  

Supporting statement for Mike Freeman  

 
Faye Davies  
On behalf of Cheshire Bat Group 
 
In May 1986, the Cheshire Bat Group (CBG) was founded by a small number of like-minded people 
from, what was then, the Cheshire Conservation Trust (now called The Cheshire Wildlife Trust). This 
small team included Mike Freeman who became chairman and still is to this day. 
 
Thanks to Mike, Cheshire Bat Group is still going strong and since Mike became a bat worker trainer 
in 1989 he and other key members of the group (particularly Ged Ryan who is the Robin to Mike’s 
Bat Man) many people now have Cheshire Bat Group to thank for their training. Just how many roost 
visits, talks, and walks have been conducted either directly by Mike or indirectly as a result of his 
support and training must be in the hundreds! 
 
Many well-known names in the bat world passed through Cheshire Bat Group (and Mike’s training) 
on their way to the eminent positions they now hold, including Julia Hamner, Richard Compton, 
Elizabeth Barrat and Katherine Walsh. 
 
Personally, I have Mike to thank for helping me to progress in my career as a professional ecologist. 
His training style means that you feel supported, but never held back. His support means that you 
feels open to discuss new ideas and make your own suggestions. Without knowing it, you learn so 
much and your confidence grows. This style of training is as evident at bat group as it is in his 
professional life as a consultant ecologist. 
 
The recent event held at Lower Moss Wood Wildlife Hospital to celebrate Mike’s 30th year as 
Chairman of Cheshire Bat Group only highlighted Mike’s unique ability to unite bat members of the 
group together. Cheshire Bat Group has a more relaxed style than some other groups but this results 
in a friendly informal atmosphere that means trainees feel part of the group from the start. There’s 
no such thing as a silly question at Cheshire Bat Group. It really is a friendly and fun filled group and 
Mike plays a huge role in setting this tone. Even members that can only attend occasional group 
events or even a single walk evidently have an enjoyable and educational time. Mike’s enthusiasm 
for bat conservation through educating people is evident and this enthusiasm hasn’t waned, even 
after 30 years.  
 
Despite being a busy self-employed consultant Mike always makes sure that he attends the bat 
events, including roost counts, walks, bat box checks and the annual Christmas meal! 
 
Still, even at 67 years of age he’s the first to volunteer to climb trees during bat box checks. And only 
last month he spent two days at Cheshire show talking to the public (although anyone that knows 
Mike will know that he doesn’t mind chatting, particularly about bats).  
 
His dedication to bat conservation, particularly through training other bat workers is evident through 
his commitment to Cheshire Bat Group. Even after a busy week of dusk and dawn surveys he’ll 
happily take trainees on roost visits or will attend a bat group roost counts, always with a cheery 
smile (as long as he’s had his cappuccino!). 
I, and other members of Cheshire Bat Group strongly feel that Mike is deserving of the Pete Guest 
award and that this, his 30th year as chairman would be a particularly fitting time. 30 years of 
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training roost visitors, conducting roost visits, giving walks and talks and conducting professional 
surveys. It’s this commitment continued commitment to grass roots conservation that makes Mike 
special. I wonder just how many bat roosts have been conserved as a result either of Mike’s 
surveying work, by someone he has trained or through a member of the public knowing what to do 
after Mike has informed them just how great bats are… 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 5  

Supporting statement for Sally Humphreys 

 
Anon. 
 
The person I know as Sally lives in a small-ish house where she shares most of one wall in the kitchen 
with cages to house recovering bats.  I understand it is the same story upstairs in a bedroom.  She 
has also erected a flight area outside -- in short, her whole life seems dedicated to caring for bats (+ 
her two dogs).  She also manages to enthuse helpers to act as taxi drivers for injured bats when she 
cannot collect them herself.   
 
Sally runs East Dorset Bat Rehabilitation and Rescue and sometimes has 60, 70 or even more bats in 
at one time -- a constant round of feeding and checking.    
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 6  

Supporting statement for John Kaczanow 

 
Stephen Holley 
 
I would like to nominate John Kaczanow for the Pete Guest Award. 
 
I have known John for a number of years on and off and his knowledge of bats is unsurpassed.  This 
knowledge has been gained entirely through field observation and working with bats over many 
years. 
 
As far as I am concerned there is nobody in the South West who has done more for bat conservation  
than John, whether this be through guidance on habitat and roost management, exposing bad bat 
practices, discovering important roost sites or generally sharing knowledge and know how on bats. 
 
John gives hours of his time to bat conservation and perhaps more importantly hours of his time to 
training and encouraging others, both in fieldwork techniques and general bat morphology. 
 
There are a large number of people in the conservation professions who have benefited from Johns' 
knowledge and expertise and I can't think of anyone more deserving to receive an award. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 7  

Supporting statements for Chris & Mike Pawling 

 

Nik Knight 
Chairman of Hampshire Bat Group 
 
Chris and Mike Pawling have been the mainstay of the Hampshire Bat Group for the past twenty-five 
years. For most of that time they ran our bat hospital, pioneering bat rehabilitation. Their devotion 
to the care of their patients extended to collecting bats from all over our large county, feeding pups 
at all hours of the day and night and keeping detailed records. 
 
Their educational bats have accompanied them to a vast number of talks and demonstrations, 
inspiring and informing people of all ages about these wonderful mammals. Their enthusiasm and 
wide experience enables them to communicate their conservation message to audiences ranging 
from infant classes to adult wildlife groups. Almost every week throughout each summer, Chris and 
Mike took our displays to public events and led numerous bat walks, where their friendly charm 
engaged visitors with these amazing animals. 
 
Until their recent retirement from the bat care and educational work, most of the rooms in their 
home seemed to be involved in their passion for bats, including making children’s craft materials and 
storing and maintaining our equipment. Needless to say, it has needed a lot of new volunteers to 
take over the work of these two wonderful people. 
 
Mike was our Chairman from 2001 to 2008, when his wisdom and practicality guided us through a 
time of great change. Both Chris and Mike remain active on our committee, where they have both 
served for over 20 years, while Chris edits our journal ‘Bat Droppings’ and contributes lively articles. 
Many of our current members were inspired and trained by them, leading by example and friendly 
encouragement. In addition to all their dedicated work in Hampshire, Chris and Mike have shared 
their expertise as roost visitors and as volunteers for the BCT’s out of hours helpline. 
 
I know of no-one else who has done so much for bat conservation on so many fronts and in such a 
kind and generous way. 

 
Steve Page 
Hampshire Bat Group 
 
Chris and Mike's dedication and commitment to sustaining and promoting bat welfare is legendary 
in Hampshire. The network of friends and contacts they've created extends to schools, scout and 
youth groups, property owners, caretakers and water bailiffs! Wildlife NGO's regularly consulted 
them to run events or to tap their wealth of knowledge extending over thirty years. During this time 
they have developed interactive demonstrations of bats and their benefits to man. The disabled but 
otherwise fit bats in their care, nurtured back to health in their licensed bat hospital have criss-
crossed Hampshire to this end. Also carried with them was a large model house wired with lights to 
illustrate where bat are roosting cheek by jowl with an unsuspecting public who are grateful when 
told of the number of midges they consume! Over the years Chris must have made thousands of 
black felt cutouts for young children to decorate and take home. These are just three examples of 
their efforts to help people of ages to engage with bats and see them in a positive way whether in 
schools and evening groups or at county shows. 
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Their hands on involvement extends beyond interacting with the public: mention somewhere in 
Hampshire and they can tell you of a roost or a loft they've visited or a pup rescued. The fact that 
Mike and Chris have so many bat sightings logged against them is in no small part due to the trust 
property owners and caretakers have in them and that they are happy to have them return year 
after year. In July 2014 Chris and Mike logged the survey report for Winchester Cathedral, 30 years 
after their first in 1984! 
 
Their quiet but reassuring manner and ‘can do’ attitude is enchanting and has made it easy for 
members of the public to join HBG, myself included. Their desire to sustain the county group has 
been Churchillian in taking on roles vacated as others moved on or retired. This extended period of 
stewardship provided time and space for the group to broaden and reorganise and introduce new 
young talent. Chris and Mike are still committee members but with the advancement of time they 
have been able to facilitate continuity and they are now able to pass on the baton to younger 
members. Their former roles are now shared by a team.  
 
Recognition of Chris and Mike's selfless work over many decades before and after  retirement, to 
promote the understanding of Bats in Hampshire as well as their welfare particularly with young 
people is well deserved and if the casting vote was with those Hampshire bats it - would be assured. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 8  

Supporting statement for Lizzie Platt 

 

Derek Saunders 
 
Lizzie Platt of Devon Bat Group for her years of bat care, survey work, and promotion of bats with 
public events, walks blog etc. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 9  

Supporting statement for Jan Ragg 

 

Sue Burton 
Essex Bat Group 
 
I would like to nominate Jan Ragg  
 
Jan made such an impact on bat care and recording and her life revolved round these wonderful 
creatures.  She set up an Essex wide ambulance service to collect all bats in the shortest time 
possible. She gave advice to many people involved in the bat world. She inspired many people to 
help, understand and care for bats. Her enthusiasm rubbed off on others and you couldn't help be 
encouraged and inspired by her absolute enthusiasm and dedication.  During the summer months 
she would be confined to home, feeding every two hours round the clock and often not being able 
to get out to do basic things like her own shopping 
 
Jan was a meticulous record keeper and paid great attention to detail   She dedicated her life to bats 
and sadly this was never officially recognised while she was alive. Please can we recognise this lady's 
absolute dedication and inspiration posthumously. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 10  

Supporting statement for Jon Russ 

 

Tricia Scott 
On behalf of Warwickshire Bat Group 
 
Warwickshire Bat Group would like to nominate Jon Russ for the Pete Guest Award 
  
Having worked for over 20 years in bat research and conservation, Jon Russ is well known to many 
across the bat community for his work with bats and with bat researchers and volunteers. He is 
known both nationally and internationally for his research on Nathusius's pipistrelles and on bat calls 
and for his willingness to share his knowledge. 
 
In addition to running a specialist ecology consultancy and raising a young family Jon has developed 
and worked on projects locally, such as the Whichford Wood Barbastelle project and the Draycote 
Nathusius's project, as well as working on the national iBats project. His dedication and enthusiasm 
has brought in many new members and bat workers. His ability to explain bats, their behaviour and 
their needs to anyone, from a member of the general public to other researchers, in a relevant and 
engaging manner, makes him a great asset to the bat world. 
 
Even when busy, doing dusk and dawn surveys back-to-back for his work, he is always prepared to 
help with queries related to volunteers' bat group activities. He is always patient, helpful and 
generous with his time and keen to encourage the enthusiasm of others. 
 
Jon is prepared to turn his hand to whatever needs to be done, from training volunteers in the iBats 
survey method and how to analyse recorded calls, to rebuilding a breeze-block wall to repair a 
vandalised LHS roost, to putting together and installing a solar-powered static detector for 
monitoring Nathusius's bat locations. He has also served on the Warwickshire Bat Group's 
committee for many years, currently as Treasurer. 
 
As a result of Jon's dedication, innovation, enthusiasm and inspiration, there are more volunteers 
working for bats, more members of the public with a positive attitude to bats and we know more 
about the bats of this County. One of our Group's newer members had this to say about a project to 
catch and tag Nathusius's pipistrelles which Jon organised last year: 
 
"A couple of the group were new to this, like me, including our youngest member James aged 13. 
Jon made all of us feel so welcome and equal - explaining the plans and objectives for the evening 
and how the mist netting and subsequent tracking would work. He involved everyone in the group 
regardless of their level of knowledge and patiently talked us through every part of the evening. 
With each bat caught, Jon talked us through their anatomy and identification before each recording 
and release. One Nathusius's was caught which was fitted with a tracking antenna. Again Jon 
included everyone in the whole process and the tracking and recording which followed. His 
knowledge and enthusiasm is completely engaging and made our whole experience one to share 
and treasure." 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 11  

Supporting statement for James Shipman 

 

Anon. 
 
There is one bat worker who’s utter commitment and unrelenting enthusiasm is contagious. I am the 
first to admit, I am very much a pup in the world of bat conservation, but I feel that this nomination 
has real credibility for reasons besides my nominee’s undisputed diligence and ability. I have had the 
pleasure of meeting some very inspiration figures, but James Shipman, the Chairman of the 
Berkshire and South Buckinghamshire Bat Group, is certainly one of the most motivational person 
that I have ever met. 
 
I owe my passion for bats to James. I first met an ever zealous James when attending a BBOWT 
(Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxon Wildlife Trust) ‘Introduction to Bats’ course. Despite turning up 
half an hour late, and already feeling a little anxious having absolutely no experience or knowledge 
about bats, James made me feel instantly at home, and without batting an eyelid, recapped the 
previous half an hour for me. It was instantly clear from his manner that he was completely devoted 
to bats, but what struck me most was how he galvanized an entire audience. James’ willingness to 
engage everyone, by leading everyone to a box checking and netting sessions immediately 
afterwards, underlined his commitment to not only raise awareness of bats, but to inspire a new 
generation of conservationists. Most importantly, disappointing sessions in which few bats were 
encountered, James manages to fill the evening with life and laughter. So much so that even as a 
student, I began frequenting more bat sessions than ‘Saturdays on the town’. I have been fortunate 
enough to be in the right place at the right time, and consequently, I soon realised that James’ 
underlying drive was not only of bat conservation (Greenham Common, Bowdown Woods, Sally’s 
Rift, Gib-Bats to name a few), but also for education, participation, and awareness. 
 
James is certainly a champion in his field, effortlessly processing a bagful of bats at any given time (I 
hasten to add - not literally) with the utmost care, endearment, and respect. Besides his patient 
approach to teaching, I am most grateful for his willingness to encourage people from all walks of 
life to engage with bats. If James was not so open-minded, welcoming, and benevolent, I would 
without a doubt not be involved in bat conservation, and I know that I am just one name on a long 
list of recruits, that are currently doing fantastic work for bats, or are destined for similarly dedicated 
conservation. Single handedly, James has managed to remould people’s somewhat outdated views 
of bats (as blood-sucking, hair-entangling, flying vermin) to more personable beasts. Most eventually 
agree on their cuteness after a description of their fluffiness. In the current uncertain climate, I 
cannot stress how important that people are aware of the importance of the nature that is knocking 
at their doorstep. Although my credibility for this recommendation might be in question as I have 
only one years’ batting experience under my belt, I would be mortified with myself if I did not voice 
my opinion. James is the type of person who would never expect such praise, and so I feel that it is 
my duty to repay him for fervently encouraging countless new volunteers to help conserve a 
common and much loved cause. For this reason, along with so many others, I cannot imagine 
anyone more deserving of the Pete Guest Award. 
 
Back to contents list 
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Appendix 12  

Supporting statement for Donna Street 

 

Mike & Anne Gurr 
Isles of Scilly Bat Group 
 
Dedication. Donna is certainly dedicated, judging by the amount of time she spends looking after 
her bats at home, going out in all conditions to retrieve injured bats and training her volunteer 
helpers. 
 
Innovation. I am sure that there are other bat hospital facilities in the UK but the system that Donna 
has evolved on the IOW has broken new ground in the way she both receives bats from people who 
bring them to her as well as always being on call to go out to collect them from elsewhere. She also 
corresponds extensively with people all over the world who contact her for advice. 
 
Enthusiasm. She has this in abundance and during our visit, she hardly stopped talking about her 
work from the time we arrived to the time we left! She also has a great facility for inspiring 
enthusiasm in others and we left feeling even more addicted to bat conservation than when we 
arrived. 
 
Inspiration. All the above qualities that we have described work together to inspire others. We think 
she is truly worthy of this award. 
 
Back to contents list 
 


