
Pete Guest Award: 2010 Nominations 
 

Background 

The Pete Guest Award is given in memory of Pete Guest who was an inspirational figure 

in the bat conservation movement for more than 20 years.  Each year, the bat world is 

invited to nominate individuals who have made an outstanding practical contribution to 

bat conservation. 

 

The criteria for the award includes: dedication, innovation,  enthusiasm and inspiration in 

making a difference, both to bats and to people, helping make BCT's vision become a 

reality.   

 

Previous winners of the award include: 

2009  Sue Swift 

2008  Tom McOwat 

2007  Phil Birkinshaw 

2006  John Haddow 

2005  Phil Richardson 

2004  Tony Hutson 

 

This Year’s Nominations 
Three bat workers have been nominated for the Pete Guest award in 2010: 

 

Name Number of nominations 

received 

Voting reference* 

Dr Roger Ransome 2 PGARogerRansome 

Jenny Clark 1 PGAJennyClark 

Colin Morris 1 PGAColinMorris 
* See ‘How to vote’ 

 

Supporting statements submitted with nominations are enclosed in Appendices 1-3.  

 

How to vote 

 

To register your vote by email: 

• Please copy and paste the relevant voting reference (see table above) into the 

subject of a new email;  

• Write your name and bat group, only, in the main body of text; and 

• Email to ldunne@bats.org.uk by 9am on 3
rd

 September.  

 

Please be aware that, if the voting reference has not been entered correctly, your vote 

may not be registered.  Therefore please double check before sending.  

 

To register your vote by post: 

 Complete the form in Appendix 4; 

mailto:ldunne@bats.org.uk


 Return to the Laura Dunne, Bat Conservation Trust, 15 Cloisters House, 8 

Battersea Park Road, London SW8 4BG. 

Postal votes received after 3
rd

 September will not be valid, therefore please ensure you 

allow sufficient time for delivery.   

 

To register your vote in person: 

 Complete and return the form in Appendix 4; 

 Bring it to the Bat Worker Forum on 10
th

 September 2010 at Loughborough 

University; 

 Submit it on request to the Chair.  

 

Please note that you are only allowed one vote.    

Your name will be stored by BCT solely for the purpose of imposing this rule.  Names 

will not be published or announced publically. 

 

The Decision Process 

 

The nominee with the greatest number of votes will be announced at the Bat Worker 

Forum on 10
th

 September.   

 

The Pete Guest Award will be formally awarded on the following Sunday of the National 

Bat Conference.   
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Appendix 1 

Supporting statements for Dr. Roger Ransome  
 

 

Nick Downs 

Gloucestershire Bat Group 

 

I volunteer with Roger Ransome every Sunday at Woodchester mansion – and have been 

involved with his research for the last five years.  His study of the greater horseshoe bats 

at the Mansion has been running for 53 years (Roger was 70 this year, and he started 

when he was 17) – the longest running mammalian research project in the world.  An 

awful lot of what we now know about greater horseshoe bats is down to him (I can try 

and provide a list of papers if you want me to).  He was the first to ring greater horseshoe 

bats for a long-term population study.  His dedication and knowledge is truly 

remarkable.  He will be at the conference giving a talk this year, and as he has not 

attended the last few conferences, this might be a very good opportunity to acknowledge 

the work he has done. 

 

 

Prof Gareth Jones 

University of Bristol  

 

Roger has completed all of his studies while either working as a school teacher, or more 

recently an ecological consultant. 

 

The greater horseshoe bats roosting seasonally in either Woodchester mansion or the 

surrounding mines, have been continuously studied by Roger for 54 years.  It is the 

longest study of a mammal by a single person anywhere in the world. A series of English 

Nature research reports, produced from 1996 to 2002 using his study data, have resulted 

in environmental prescriptions and roost advice to promote horseshoe bat population 

recovery in the UK. 

 

Many research papers have been published using data from the study, including 

collaborative ones with staff and students from Bristol University. One paper has been 

published in the world's top science journal, Nature. 

 

The European Action Plan (EUP) for greater horseshoe bats was written using the 

Woodchester Mansion data. It also included hibernation studies based on local disused 

mines. A key recommendation of the EUP was the need for public education about bats. 

This aim has been partly realised by the installation of infra red CCTV cameras in both 

horseshoe bat attics in 1999 and 2001. They were funded by grants from the Peoples 

Trust for Endangered Species. They provided the first public viewing opportunities of bat 

behaviour in the UK. Thousands of members of the public have now enjoyed watching 

the Woodchester bats on the cameras. The Bat Exhibition Room here has a display of 

educational material for all ages, but is targeted at the young. It was provided, and is 

manned on some open days, by the Gloucestershire Bat Group. 



 

 

Roger has made a massive long-term commitment to bat conservation and research in the 

UK. He has already been awarded the H.H. Bloomer Award from the Linnean Society 

(1988) in recognition of his important contributions to biological knowledge as an 

amateur naturalist. 
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Appendix 2  

Supporting statements for Jenny Clark 
 

 

Jeanette Sitton 

Lee Valley Bats 

 

Jenny is an outstanding woman with so much energy and love for bats.  She is a real bat 

champion and we are really lucky to have her. 

 

Jenny runs the Sussex Bat Hospital, where she nurses bats in an annex of her home in 

absolutely amazing conditions.  It's heaven for sick and rehabilitating bats! 

 

The most remarkable and wonderful thing of all though, is the deep insight and 

extraordinary connection that Jenny has with her bats. She knows what they want and 

what they need, but the connection goes so much deeper. For example, when a "nervous" 

bat arrives at the hospital, Jenny often puts another bat with it to calm it down. Through 

long experience, she knows precisely which 'personality' or species is needed for the job. 

 

Summing up then ..... 

 

Jenny is the full package. She has the know how, the deep understanding and a wonderful 

connection to bats, like none other, that make her the remarkable bat carer she is.  

She knows that the future of bats depends of changing attitudes towards them, and to that 

end, each year, she brings people up close and personal to bats in her own very special 

and unique way. 
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Appendix 3  

Supporting statements for Colin Morris  
 

 

Emma Brawn 

Dorset Bat Group 

 

Colin Morris is very dedicated to bat conservation. 

 

Colin has been a member of the Bat Group since the mid 1980’s and was one of the first 

chairman for Dorset Bat Group. 

 

Some of his work has involved: 

 Radio-tracked Bechstein’s bats from artificial roosts on a DWT Reserve  

 Radio-tracked greater horseshoe bats from a VWT Reserve. Bryanston  

 Radio-tracked Bechstein’s bats from a VWT Reserve.  

 Three year survey of farm buildings; over 700 building surveys  

 Ice-house clearance to secure a hibernacula for greater horseshoe bats – Child 

Okeford. 

 Set up bat box projects throughout England, Wales and Ireland  

 Organised the construction of the Worlds’ first cave ever excavated in solid rock 

for hibernating bats (Bryanston). 

 Constructed a second (larger) cave in solid rock, for hibernating bats (Bryanston). 

 Designed and managed the construction of artificial nursery sites for horseshoe 

bats in England, Wales and Ireland. 

 Designed and managed the fitting of security grilles and gates on many winter 

sites – Child Okeford, Axminster, Morcomblake, Worth Matravers, Nether 

Compton. 

 Project managed the refurbishment of many greater and lesser horseshoe 

roost/buildings. 

 Designed (and built) an artificial ‘cool tower’ for the use in small, lesser 

horseshoe sites. 

 Designed a new style of ‘successful’ bat box. 

 Designed a device to allow bats access into a new or refurbished roof/roost; the 

Morris Bat slate. 

 Research into the dynamics of a Bechstein’s nursery colony in artificial roosts on 

a DWT reserve  

 

He is always friendly and welcoming to new bat group members and regularly called 

upon for advice and recommendations on roost enhancement, management and 

improvements. 

 



 

I hope the above statement describes Colin’s dedication, innovation, enthusiasm and 

inspiration in making a difference, both to bats and to people and also demonstrates how 

he contributes to BCT’s visions. 
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Appendix 4 

Voting form 
 

 

 

If you would prefer to vote by post, or in person at the Bat Worker Forum, please print 

this page, fill in the details below, and either: 

 

 Return to Laura Dunne, Bat Conservation Trust, 15 Cloisters House, 8 Battersea 

Park Road, London SW8 4BG. 

 

OR 

 

 Bring along to the Bat Worker Forum on 10
th

 September 2010 at Loughborough  

University. 

 

 

 

Your Name  

 

 

 

 

Bat Group   

 

 

 

 

Name of nominee for whom you’d 

like to vote 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Back to content list 


