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Notes for Contributors to British Islands Bats 
 
Introduction 
British Islands Bats will be published annually, in spring/early summer each year. The Bat 
Conservation Trust (BCT) have kindly agreed to host the journal on their website. The 
editors invite contributions to be submitted by the end of February for publication in 
spring/early summer of the same year (although articles can be submitted at any time).  
 
Before submitting complete articles, authors are encouraged to contact the editors of 
British Islands Bats (Tina Wiffen and Lisa Worledge) and may wish to consult Volume One of 
the journal, along with the Scottish BATS journal or Northern Bats (all available from the BCT 
website) as an example of the types of items that would be of interest (although the types 
of contributions are not restricted to those previously published in these journals). To 
contact the British Islands Bats editorial team please email britishislandsbats@gmail.com. 
 
Type of submissions 
We welcome contributions from full-length papers to short notes covering anything 
relevant to bats and bat work across the British Islands (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland, Channel Islands and Isle of Man). We would welcome submissions about bat group 
projects and from students undertaking bat related research projects. We will consider 
relevant articles previously published elsewhere (or variants of such articles) but it will be 
the author’s responsibility to clarify copyright with the primary publisher before submission 
to British Islands Bats. 
 
Images 
Line-artwork, charts, graphs and good quality photographs are especially welcomed with an 
article submission to help make it attractive to read, more easily understood and to 
enhance any relevant points being made.  Please ensure electronic/scanned artwork or 
photo files are small in size ensuring that any final contributions are of as small a file size as 
possible (British Islands Bats will be available in electronic format only).  
 
We also welcome submissions for the annual cover image (which should depict native bat 
species or people undertaking a bat related activity such as fieldwork).  
 
Article format 
Articles should be submitted in Microsoft Word format to the email address above, ideally 
with images included in the relevant places within the article. British Islands Bats has a 
‘house style’ document and a Word template, available on the webpage, please use these 
for guidance. We will undertake standard editing of each article in advance of creating a PDF 
of British Islands Bats.  
 
Normal conventions apply, for example: the work must be that of the contributor unless 
specifically stated otherwise; appropriate references should be fully acknowledged for every 
article submitted; contributors retain responsibility for the accuracy of the information 
contained therein and for obtaining copyright permission to reproduce maps, photos, etc.   
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https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/accessing-journal-papers/british-islands-bats


Notes for Contributors to British Islands Bats 

British Islands Bats 2 28th June 2020 

Where relevant, authors may state their affiliation for example bat group, academic 
institution, company, etc. after their names (e.g. Patrick Hennessey, Borsetshire Wildlife 
Trust). We are not using academic or other titles alongside names.  
 
For longer articles we would recommend inclusion of a summary or abstract at the 
beginning of the paper. This will help readers of British Islands bats decide whether they 
want to read the rest of the paper. 
 
Acknowledgements 
We are very happy for authors to include an acknowledgements section in their articles, to 
thank those who have supported their projects, writing of their articles, etc. If you would 
like to include this, please add it in at the end of your article (but before the references 
section, where present).  
 
Copyright 
The copyright of articles is retained by the author(s) of articles submitted. Articles can be 
downloaded for personal study or research but cannot be reproduced in their entirety 
without prior permission from the author(s). At least one email address should be provided, 
to be published with the article for subsequent communication and networking.   
 
Data protection 
Please ensure that the precise addresses of any domestic bat roosts are not used, or the 
exact location disclosed. This is to protect domestic roost owner identity and to ensure no 
distress is caused to any individual from the future publication of British Islands Bats 
articles. If domestic bat roosts have to be identified to a general area then a place-name and 
county should suffice (e.g. Ambridge, Borsetshire). Maps and photos should not identify or 
name domestic properties for the above reasons. 
 
Declaration 
The views expressed by contributors are their own and not necessarily those of the editors 
or British Islands Bats. The British Islands Bats editorial team only take responsibility for 
such essential changes as are necessary to provide clarity and consistency of format. 
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