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******************************************************************************* 

This email has been sent to bat group contacts only. 
Please forward this information to others in your group. 

 

******************************************************************************* 
 

Dear bat group member,  
 

Hello and welcome to the May edition of the Bat Group Bulletin! In this issue you can find the latest 
NBMP report and request for repeat site visits, booking information for the National Bat Conference, 
a guidance note on the use of night vision aids ahead of the 4th edition of the survey guidelines, and 
details of the first EBLV case of 2022.  
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1. New EBLV-1 Case in Dorset. We want to let you know that we have had a new case of European 
Bat Lyssavirus Type 1 (EBLV-1) reported this month. The bat, a serotine, was caught by a cat and 
subsequently taken into care in Dorset. After displaying signs of aggression and difficulty swallowing, 
she was euthanised on welfare grounds. The bat carcass was submitted to APHA whereupon testing, 
detected EBLV-1. The UK Health Security Agency (formerly Public Health England) were informed 
and undertook further enquiries as necessary to advise everyone involved, ensuring post-exposure 
treatment was administered where required. 

This case is in line with expectations and does not change advice and guidance. EBLV are normally 
transmitted by means of a bite or scratch from an infected bat. It is essential that people follow best 
practice when handling any species of bat: anyone handling a bat should wear gloves (and of course 
a face covering too, because of SARS-CoV-2 to protect bats), anyone regularly handling bats in the 
British Isles should be routinely vaccinated against rabies (even those areas where EBLV has yet to 
be confirmed), and anyone bitten, nipped, licked or scratched by a bat, of any species, should seek 
medical advice (even if they are already vaccinated).  

The UKHSA have information aimed at the public and medical professionals dealing with bat contact 
cases, see: https://bit.ly/3CpsrP1.  
For information about rabies pre-exposure vaccinations see: https://bit.ly/389eF5F. 

https://bit.ly/3CpsrP1
https://bit.ly/389eF5F
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The ‘Good Practice Guidelines on Bats & Rabies’, guidance on ‘Wearing Gloves when Handling Bats’, 
and a separate document aimed at bat rehabilitators are available from the BCT website at 
https://bit.ly/2XTpKpV. It is important this information is shared with bat group members. We will 
be reviewing these documents over the summer and will share details of any changes in a future 
bulletin.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has submitted bats to the APHA 
passive surveillance scheme, for more information on how to do this, please see 
https://bit.ly/3GxAKdO. If you have any questions about this case or the general situation relating to 
rabies in the UK there is information on the BCT website at https://bit.ly/3EooXNf or you are 
welcome to get in touch with the National Bat Helpline (enquiries@bats.org.uk or 0345 1300 228). 

2. Passing of John Burton. We are very saddened to hear of the death of John Burton. Our deepest 
condolences to all who knew him. John was one of the founders of Bat Conservation Trust and our 
first Chair of Trustees, and was still a current vice-president. He worked tirelessly to further wildlife 
conservation in the UK and across the world. He leaves a huge legacy in his wake and we are grateful 
for all his work in furthering bat conservation. We will be publishing an obituary in due course, for 
now we send our sympathy to his family, friends and all who had the privilege to know him. 

3. Interim Guidance on Use of Night Vision Aids. This Interim Guidance Note aims to provide 
clarification regarding the role of night vision aids in bat emergence surveys, pending the publication 
of ‘Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists Good Practice Guidelines’ 4th edition, now predicted to be 
in summer 2022. A link to the document is at the top of this page: https://bit.ly/3z0qb1z. You can 
also find further information in Richard Crompton’s talk delivered at the National Bat Conference 
2021: https://bit.ly/3LPA5Gh.  

4. Annual NBMP Report Released. The latest long-term survey results released by the National Bat 
Monitoring Programme (NBMP) show that at least three of Britain’s 17 breeding bat species are 
showing significant signs of population rise, and another six species/groups appear stable. It includes 
updated species population trends based on data collected by NBMP volunteers up to summer 2021, 
with the exception of trends from Hibernation Surveys which it was not possible to update for this 
report due to the suspension of surveys in winter 2020/21: https://bit.ly/3yWiDNv.   

Early reviews of the report suggest the picture is more complicated than it would first seem for the 
common pipistrelle, with local variations in trends. More work is required to delve into the matter of 
regional and local variability, but a first analysis throws up a map for England where there are 
surprisingly widespread areas where the data suggest declining populations: https://bit.ly/3GtsPyR. 
Please see item 5 on how to help collect more data to understand these variations. 

5. NBMP Field and Waterways Surveys – Please Help Us with Repeat Sites. This summer we are 
looking for more volunteers to take on survey sites, particularly repeat sites that have not been 
surveyed for many years. These surveys help produce GB trends for common pipistrelle, soprano 
pipistrelle, noctule, serotine and Daubenton's bat. However, we need more sites monitored to 
improve our country-level reporting, particularly for Scotland and Wales. In England we would also 
like to increase our ability to report at regional level. We have lots of Field Survey and Waterway 
Survey sites that have not been surveyed since the early years of the NBMP (pre-2001). It would be 
particularly valuable for our species population trend reporting if many of these sites could be 
surveyed again. We appreciate that some of these are in very remote areas which explains why they 
haven't been surveyed for such a long time! However, please do look at our site selection pages for 
the Field Survey and Waterway Survey (click the ‘View and select survey sites’ button) to see if there 
is a site near you. Here’s a video showing how to pick out those long-neglected sites that are 
particularly important to resurvey: https://bit.ly/3wYGXwM. If you don’t live near one of these older 

https://bit.ly/2XTpKpV
https://bit.ly/3GxAKdO
https://bit.ly/3EooXNf
mailto:enquiries@bats.org.uk
https://bit.ly/3z0qb1z
https://bit.ly/3LPA5Gh
https://bit.ly/3yWiDNv
https://bit.ly/3GtsPyR
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/field-survey
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/waterway-survey
https://bit.ly/3wYGXwM
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sites, then taking on any site would still make a valuable contribution. If you have any questions, 
please contact the NBMP team at nbmp@bats.org.uk. 

6. Partner Group Support Fund Bursary. Booking has opened for the National Bat Conference this 
September, so we will shortly be accepting applications for the Partner Group Support Fund bursary 
award to support attendance at the conference. The award is only available to Partner bat group 
members, and an application can only be submitted by the partner bat group committee. Full details 
on this process will be sent to partner bat group contacts shortly, so do speak to your group’s 
committee if you would like financial support to attend this year’s National Conference.  

7. Nature Recovery Green Paper Consultation. BCT have responded to the recent consultation held 
by Defra (separate to the Biodiversity Net Gain consultation included in last month’s bulletin), who 
were seeking feedback on ‘what you think about our initial policy proposals regarding protected sites 
and species. Our targets are to protect 30% of land and sea by 2030, and to halt species decline by 
2030. Feedback from the consultation will help us put changes in place that deliver on our goals for 
nature restoration.’ Our response can be found here: https://bit.ly/3LgukRC.  

8. BCT Wind Turbine Consultation Response. BCT has responded to the government consultation 
run by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy on its draft plan/programme for 
further leasing for renewable energy. You can read it from this page: https://bit.ly/3z4DY7o.  

9. CIEEM Launch New EDI Initiative. Following on from last year’s members survey and research into 
the barriers to inclusion and diversity in the profession, CIEEM are launching a new Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) initiative focusing on concerted action to make ecology and 
environmental management a fairer, more diverse profession that is representative of our society 
and promotes equality of opportunities: https://bit.ly/3adUis2.  

10. Please Nominate BCT for a Charity Giveaway. Every few months, our insurers: Ecclesiastical 
Insurance (now part of Benefact Group), give away £1,000 each to a selection of charities who have 
been nominated. Charities are entered into a draw, and the more nominations they get the more 
entries they get in the draw, and therefore have a better chance of winning. This time there are 250 
awards in June and 250 awards in September. We are therefore asking you for your support so we 
can secure as many nominations as possible until 21st June: https://bit.ly/3LnFKTR.  

11. English Regional Conference Consultation. Following the rollercoaster of the last couple of 
years, BCT are keen to review the English regional conferences to understand the needs of volunteer 
and professional bat workers, how the conferences are meeting these needs and if they need to 
evolve. Please complete this questionnaire: https://bit.ly/3kmh6Yz. Your views are really valuable in 
helping inform and shape the future of the conferences. It could take about 20 minutes and at the 
end of the questionnaire you will have the option to enter a draw to win a £50 Creature Candy gift 
voucher. This will close at 9am on Friday 1st July. 

12. National Bat Conference Open for Booking! The National Bat Conference is the biggest event in 
the bat calendar and this year returns as a hybrid event! We will be in-person at Yarnfield Park 
Conference Centre near Stafford from 23-25 September 2022 and online for those who prefer to join 
from home. The keynote will be given by Prof. Rodrigo Medellin – the Batman of Mexico – and we 
have a great programme of talks, workshops, networking and more! More details and booking links 
can be found on this page: https://bit.ly/2SyHhRB. 

13. Reminder - Nominations for the Pete Guest Award 2022. Nominations for the Pete Guest Award 
(PGA) 2022 are still being accepted, the award recognises individuals who have made an outstanding 
practical contribution to bat conservation. The award is presented in memory of Pete Guest, who 
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was an inspirational figure in bat conservation for more than 20 years. For details on how to 
nominate please see: https://bit.ly/3hwiCXT. The deadline is 9am on Monday 27th June. 

14. Reminder - Request for Articles for Spotlight on Bat Groups. We’d love to hear any stories from 
your bat group to feature in the Spotlight on Bat Groups section of BCT’s membership magazine, Bat 
News. About any bat group activities such as a recent project, community initiative or bat care. 
Please send any ideas for stories, or articles between 300-400 words to batgroups@bats.org.uk.  

15. Reminder - BCT has Three Fundraising Spaces for the London Marathon. Would you like to take 
on a challenge and help raise funds for BCT? Why not consider taking up one of three BCT places at 
the Virtual London Marathon on 2nd October. Information can be found here: https://bit.ly/3BAvzr2. 
Deadline to register interest is the 5th June 2022.  

16. England Bat Earned Recognition (ER) Pilot Update. The Bat ER Pilot continues to be fully 
operational with the number of ER accredited ecologists now comprising some 45 ecologists with a 
small number of ecologists currently in the final stage of accreditation assessment. All assessments 
will be completed in the next two weeks. Those ecologists successfully accredited under the 
competency testing process of ER are able to submit Site Registrations and take full advantage of the 
benefits of their Earned Recognition status. This includes a streamlined Site Registration (‘licence 
application’) service as well as significantly increased autonomy to undertake licensable bat 
mitigation works compared to the traditional bat mitigation licensing system. Current estimates 
suggest that approx. 60 candidates will be successfully accredited.  

Natural England would like to express its sincere thanks to all ER candidates, both those successful 
and unsuccessful for ER accreditation at this time, for their engagement with the process. Each 
individuals experience and their feedback is central to the refining of Bat ER for a potential rolled out 
scheme. Further, we remind all those who have received questionnaires as regards their 
involvement to fill these out and return as soon as possible, if they have not already done so. For 
those who have not received a questionnaire as yet but have some helpful observations to make 
please contact the Project Team at their mailbox detailed below. Further details of the Bat ER Pilot 
are available on the CIEEM or BCT project pages. If you wish to get in touch with the Partnership, 
please contact us via the NE Project Team’s mailbox EarnedRecognition.Bat@naturalengland.org.uk. 

17. Key Dates for Your Diary. Watch this space for dates and reminders of conferences, BCT training 
and other events you may be interested in. Please do utilise extra publicity for your events by getting 
them added to the BCT events page. For more information about training please see the our training 
pages or email Naomi at nwebster@bats.org.uk. You can also get updates straight to your inbox by 
signing up to BCT’s events mailing list here: https://bit.ly/3a2g0M0.   

BCT Events and Training. BCT is now running a hybrid program of online and in person events.  

• 4th June – Using your ears. In-person session in East Lothian, to aid detection in the field, 
and an introduction to the NBMP. Book on here: https://bit.ly/3PnI00q.  

• 27th June – Using your ears. In-person session in Port Talbot, to aid detection in the field, 
and an introduction to the NBMP. Details to be added here: https://bit.ly/3LtQ9Oh. 

• 27th June & 4th July – Scoping Surveys for Arborists. Online LANTRA accredited course split 
over two afternoons with a practical element: https://bit.ly/3pPJN3h. 

• 29th June – Introduction to Sound Analysis. An online introduction to bat call analysis using 
free sound analysis software: https://bit.ly/3FWVyvt.  

• 12th July – British bats, their ecology and conservation. A six-session online course for those 
new to bats and wanting to develop a broader understanding: https://bit.ly/2SxytLF.  
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• 21st July – Using your ears. In-person session in Huntley, to aid detection in the field, and an 
introduction to the NBMP. Details to be added here: https://bit.ly/3LtQ9Oh. 

• 13th September – Bat Workers Form. Held online, details and booking link will be added to 
this page in July: https://bit.ly/3v3kHkp.  

• 23rd – 25th September – National Bat Conference. Booking is now open! There are a variety 
of ticket types for whether you plan to attend virtually or in-person: https://bit.ly/2SyHhRB.  

• 12th November – South East of England Regional Conference. Save the date, details to be 
added to this page in time: https://bit.ly/3JGBzSW.  

• 26th November – East of England Regional Conference. Save the date. This event has been 
postponed from April. It will be at the University of Suffolk in Ipswich. Details on this event 
will be added to this page: https://bit.ly/3I65Itw.  

 
Bat Group Events. If your bat group would like to promote an online event that is open to members 
of other bat groups, then please email batgroups@bats.org.uk to be included in this section. 

Other Events and Training. 

• 15th – 16th June – Acoustic Monitoring of Biodiversity Symposium. A symposium in 
Manchester on the use of acoustics for long-term monitoring of biodiversity in the UK: 
https://bit.ly/3LRnrGO.  

• 19th July – CIEEM Summer Online Conference. Facilitating nature recovery through 
environmentally friendly farming: https://bit.ly/3NlUJzK.  

• 27th – 28th August – International Bat Night. https://bit.ly/3vrn6TM  

• Ongoing – Bat Acoustics Analysis. Online course from BatAbility containing 14 modules and 
more than 15 hours of content to develop your skills in bat call analysis and, if you want, 
undertake a graded examination at the end of the course. BatAbility are kindly donating at 
least 6% to BCT for each participant that signs up. https://bit.ly/3fvgZHa.  

• Ongoing – Free Charity and Trustee Webinars. See gettingonboard.org.  
 

18. Bat Research Papers, Reports & Other Batty Media. Please note we normally only include 
articles, reports, and blogs that are available to read online or download without charge.  

• Testing bats in rehabilitation for SARS-CoV-2 before release. Paper proposes a testing 
protocol: https://bit.ly/3t4hsb1.  

• Assessing bat predation by domestic animals. Using data from a rabies passive surveillance 
program, they look at how the number of bats submitted and the number of rabies positive 
bats varied by the type of domestic animal exposure, including noting whether indoor or 
outdoor lifestyle cats: https://bit.ly/3NKyHpS. 

• Media responses of conservationists likely constrained bat persecution due to COVID-19. 
Study looks at how the media frame bat messages before, during and after the pandemic, 
and how interventions of different conservation communication initiatives allowed pro-
conservation messages to resonate: https://bit.ly/3avOs5E.  

• Greater mouse-eared bats buzz like stinging insects to deter predation. Bats mimic the 
buzzing sound of stinging insects to scare off predatory owls. This type of acoustic trickery 
has never before been described in mammals: https://bit.ly/3Gu4856 (link is to a news 
article as the paper itself is not open access). 

A rolling 12 months of previous bulletins are available on the BCT website at https://bit.ly/2GGoYRK.  

If you wish to alter your contact preferences, including to opt-out of receiving future communications from us, please 
contact us by either calling 020 7820 7193 or emailing batgroups@bats.org.uk, however if you are receiving this bulletin 
forwarded to you by your bat group, please contact the bat group directly.  
 


