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******************************************************************************* 

This email has been sent to bat group contacts only. 
Please forward this information to others in your group. 

 

******************************************************************************* 
 

Dear bat group member,  
 

Hello and welcome to the June edition of the Bat Group Bulletin! In this issue you can see the latest 
EBLV cases, training opportunities for VBRVs and invitations to take part in International Bat Night.  

Please use the interactive contents list to jump to the topics of most interest to you. 
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1. Two New EBLV Cases in Dorset and Kent. We want to let you know that we have had two new 
cases of European Bat Lyssaviruses reported this month.  

a) The first was a case of European Bat Lyssavirus Type 1 (EBLV-1) in a serotine in Dorset. The 
bat was grounded and subsequently died in captivity. The bat carer submitted the dead bat 
as part of the routine bat surveillance scheme to the Animal & Plant Health Agency (APHA). 
There were no human biting or scratching incidents reported by the finders, but there was a 
potential animal contact. The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) were informed and 
undertook further enquiries, providing appropriate advice to everyone involved. 

b) The second case was European Bat Lyssavirus Type 2 (EBLV-2) in a Daubenton’s bat in Kent. 
Like the first case, the bat was found grounded and subsequently died in captivity. It was 
submitted to APHA by the bat carer. There were no human or animal biting or scratching 
incidents reported, but as usual the UKHSA followed-up with everyone involved.  

Just as with the EBLV-1 case last month, these new cases are in line with expectations and do not 
change the advice and guidance around bats and rabies. EBLV are normally transmitted by means of 
a bite or scratch from an infected bat. It is essential that people follow best practice when handling 
any species of bat: anyone handling a bat should wear gloves (and of course a face covering too, 
because of SARS-CoV-2 to protect bats), anyone regularly handling bats in the British Isles should be 
routinely vaccinated against rabies (even those areas where EBLV has yet to be confirmed), and 
anyone bitten, nipped, licked or scratched by a bat, of any species, should seek medical advice (even 
if they are already vaccinated).  

The UKHSA have information aimed at the public and medical professionals dealing with bat contact 
cases, see: https://bit.ly/3CpsrP1. For information about rabies pre-exposure vaccinations see: 
https://bit.ly/389eF5F. We have also updated our web page for anyone bitten by a bat, see: 
https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/i-think-ive-been-bitten-by-a-bat.  

https://bit.ly/3CpsrP1
https://bit.ly/389eF5F
https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/i-think-ive-been-bitten-by-a-bat
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The ‘Good Practice Guidelines on Bats & Rabies’, guidance on ‘Wearing Gloves when Handling Bats’, 
and a separate document aimed at bat rehabilitators are available from the BCT website at 
https://bit.ly/2XTpKpV. It is important this information is shared with bat group members. As we 
explained in the May Bat Group Bulletin, we will be reviewing these documents over the summer 
and will share details of any changes in a future bulletin.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has submitted bats to the APHA 
passive surveillance scheme, for more information on how to do this, please see 
https://bit.ly/3GxAKdO. If you have any questions about this case or the general situation relating to 
rabies in the UK there is information on the BCT website at https://bit.ly/3EooXNf or you are 
welcome to get in touch with the National Bat Helpline (enquiries@bats.org.uk or 0345 1300 228). 

2. National Bat Monitoring Programme Surveys in July and August. Our long-running heterodyne 
bat detector surveys take place again throughout July and August. The Field Survey (July) involves 
monitoring common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, noctule and serotine while walking a route 
within a 1km square. There is still time to sign up and lots of sites up for grabs. We are particularly 
keen to get more sites surveyed in Scotland and Wales. Read more about how to take part in the 
Field Survey and select a survey square near you. The Waterway Survey takes place in August and 
involves monitoring Daubenton’s bat along a 1km stretch of waterway. This survey is a good place to 
start if you are relatively new to bat detecting. Read more about how to take part in the Waterway 
Survey and select a site near you. Watch our video on selecting survey sites for the Field Survey and 
Waterway Survey. Please contact the NBMP team at nbmp@bats.org.uk if you have any questions. 

3. Voting for the Pete Guest Award 2022. Thank you to all those who submitted supporting 
statements to nominate an inspirational bat volunteer this year. The nominees will be announced 
shortly via email and on the website, with voting to open on Monday 4th July via this online form: 
https://bit.ly/3QMZl3A (or email if needed). Please note this link won’t be active until the 4th July. 
Voting will then close at 9am on 30th August. 

4. Matters to Raise at the Bat Workers Forum. The Bat Workers Forum will be taking place online 
on the evening of Tuesday 13th September, with booking opening in the coming weeks. At booking, 
there will be the opportunity to input any regional priorities or concerns to be raised during the 
meeting. If there is an item you specifically want tabling outside of regional priorities please email it 
to batgroups@bats.org.uk at your earliest convenience.  

5. An Opportunity for Natural England VBRVs and Trainees! Bats in Churches is providing in-depth 
free church training for VBRVs and trainees, to give confidence in visiting these buildings as a roost 
visitor. We are providing three dates & locations, you can find details here: https://bit.ly/3OH8zwm.  

• Coston, Leicestershire on 23rd July  
• Thornham, Norfolk 3rd August  
• Compton Martin, Somerset 17th September (please note a change of date since Natural 

England’s BatLine). 

6. Nominations for the 2022 NBN Awards for Wildlife Recording are Open. Through these annual 
Awards the National Biodiversity Network Trust recognises significant achievements and celebrates 
successes in wildlife recording, in the UK. You can nominate exceptional individuals or groups: 
https://bit.ly/3Ab1QqG. Nominations close 17th July.  

7. International Bat Night – Bat Walks from Bat Groups. International Bat Night (IBN) is just under 
two months away (27th August) and preparations have already started! We would love to know if 
you are planning any bat walks in your area for IBN so we can add them to our website and share 
them with our members and supporters. It would be fantastic to see a range of bat walks pop up all 

https://bit.ly/2XTpKpV
https://bit.ly/3GxAKdO
https://bit.ly/3EooXNf
mailto:enquiries@bats.org.uk
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/field-survey
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/field-survey
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/waterway-survey
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/waterway-survey
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4u6eEssX96k
mailto:nbmp@bats.org.uk
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/awards/pete-guest-award
https://bit.ly/3QMZl3A
mailto:batgroups@bats.org.uk
https://bit.ly/3OH8zwm
https://bit.ly/3Ab1QqG
https://www.bats.org.uk/events
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over the UK. BCT is considering running some bat walks and streaming them on Zoom once again on 
this date so if this is something you’d like to participate in as well do let us know by emailing 
comms@bats.org.uk. Our International Bat Night Pack contains ideas on how people can celebrate 
bats on this night: https://bit.ly/3NzBrpC.  

8. £4.2m Lifeline for Scotland’s Most Vulnerable Species. The National Lottery Heritage Fund has 
awarded £4.2 million to the Species on the Edge partnership project led by NatureScot. Apart from 
BCT, the other NGO’s who are part of the partnership are Amphibian and Reptile Conservation, 
Buglife, the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Butterfly Conservation, Plantlife Scotland and RSPB 
Scotland. The four-and-a-half year programme will support seven project areas and 37 of Scotland’s 
most vulnerable coastal and island species. More here: https://bit.ly/3nuaXv2.  

9. A Guinness World Record for Roger Ransome. Dr Roger Ransome is officially in the Guinness 
World Records for 'Longest mammal field study by an individual' for his work with greater horseshoe 
bats in Gloucestershire, which he has been studying for more than 65 years. What a fantastic 
achievement and a legacy to bat conservation. https://bit.ly/3OsB9C2  

You can find out more about this project in one of our earlier BatChat episodes here: 
https://bit.ly/3u73juj, where Steve Roe visited Woodchester Mansion and chatted with Dr Roger 
Ransome and Dr Ray Canham. 

10. England Bat Earned Recognition (ER) – Pilot Site Registration Extension and Next Steps. Natural 
England is happy to confirm that the period for Site Registration submissions under the Bat Earned 
Recognition (ER) Class License by ER Pilot Accredited ecologists has now been extended to the end of 
December 2022. This will enable accredited ecologists to submit as many Sites Registrations under 
ER as possible, and thereby allow robust testing of the pilot materials and processes to the fullest. A 
detailed evaluation of the Pilot to date will be undertaken in August 2022, with further findings 
captured, following on from this, until Pilot end Dec 2022 and iteratively feeding into an upscaled 
and improved model - ‘Bat ER Beta’. Bat ER Beta will include a further round of accreditation testing 
for ecologists (Jan-Mar 2023) making use of, and testing, improved materials and systems. This is an 
important step in the potential move to full ER roll out.   

Further details of the Bat ER Pilot are available on the CIEEM or BCT project pages. If you wish to get 
in touch with the Partnership, please contact us via the NE Project Team’s mailbox 
EarnedRecognition.Bat@naturalengland.org.uk. The Bat Group Bulletin will move to quarterly 
updates from the ER pilot, for monthly updates please see BCT’s Linkedin or CIEEM’s newsletter. 

11. Key Dates for Your Diary. Watch this space for dates and reminders of conferences, BCT training 
and other events you may be interested in. Please do utilise extra publicity for your events by getting 
them added to the BCT events page. For more information about training please see the our training 
pages or email Naomi at nwebster@bats.org.uk. You can also get updates straight to your inbox by 
signing up to BCT’s events mailing list here: https://bit.ly/3a2g0M0.   

BCT Events and Training. BCT is now running a hybrid program of online and in person events.  

• 12th July – British bats, their ecology and conservation. A six-session online course for those 
new to bats and wanting to develop a broader understanding: https://bit.ly/2SxytLF.  

• 21st July – Using your ears. In-person session in Huntley, to aid detection in the field, and an 
introduction to the NBMP. Details to be added here: https://bit.ly/3LtQ9Oh. 

• 13th September – Bat Workers Form. Held online, details and booking link will be added to 
this page in July: https://bit.ly/3v3kHkp.  

• 23rd – 25th September – National Bat Conference. Booking is open! There are a variety of 
ticket types for whether you plan to attend virtually or in-person: https://bit.ly/2SyHhRB. 
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Remember, if you are a member of a partner bat group and would like financial assistance to 
attend the conference, talk to your committee about the bursary award.  
We are still accepting poster submissions.  

• 12th November – South East England Regional Conference. Save the date, details to be 
added to this page in time: https://bit.ly/3JGBzSW.  

• 26th November – East of England Regional Conference. Save the date. This event has been 
postponed from April. It will be at the University of Suffolk in Ipswich. Details on this event 
will be added to this page: https://bit.ly/3I65Itw.  

Bat Group Events. If your bat group would like to promote an online event that is open to members 
of other bat groups, then please email batgroups@bats.org.uk to be included in this section. 

Other Events and Training. 

• 19th July – CIEEM Summer Online Conference. Facilitating nature recovery through 
environmentally friendly farming: https://bit.ly/3NlUJzK.  

• 27th – 28th August – International Bat Night. https://bit.ly/3vrn6TM  

• 17th September – Bats without Borders. Around the world in 8 online sessions: hearing 
about diversity of work carried out by bat groups: https://bit.ly/3skFLRR.  

• 24th – 25th January 2023 – International Bat Research Online Symposium. This year’s focus 
is the daily and seasonal movements of bats: https://bit.ly/3OL6dwv.  

• Ongoing – Bat Acoustics Analysis. Online course from BatAbility containing 14 modules and 
more than 15 hours of content to develop your skills in bat call analysis and, if you want, 
undertake a graded examination at the end of the course. BatAbility are kindly donating at 
least 6% to BCT for each participant that signs up. https://bit.ly/3fvgZHa.  

• Ongoing – Free Charity and Trustee Webinars. See gettingonboard.org.  

12. Bat Research Papers, Reports & Other Batty Media. Please note we normally only include 
articles, reports, and blogs that are available to read online or download without charge. 

• Mapping global conservation priorities for cave-dwelling bats. Looking at the less studied 
cave and underground ecosystems through bat keystone species: https://bit.ly/3ykaxwn.  

• Diet analysis of bats killed at wind turbines. Suggesting negative effects for ecosystem 
services: https://bit.ly/3AeaK6D.  

• Bats vs flies. An episode of BBC Radio 4’s The Infinity Monkey Cage: 
https://bbc.in/3Nrn8mR.  

• An Immense World. The first episode of BBC Radio 4’s new series started with consideration 
of bats as part of a look at the hidden senses of animals: https://bbc.in/3NGcTLH.   

• Review of circumstances and health-seeking behaviours associated with bat exposures in 
high-income countries. Paper identifies the most common types and circumstances of bat 
contact exposures occurring among the general public in high-income countries with no 
hematophagous (vampire) bats. https://bit.ly/3I1sh42  

A rolling 12 months of previous bulletins are available on the BCT website at https://bit.ly/2GGoYRK.  
  
Best wishes,  

 
 
 
 

Abby Packham 
Bat Groups Officer 
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If you wish to alter your contact preferences, including to opt-out of receiving future communications from us, please 
contact us by either calling 020 7820 7193 or emailing batgroups@bats.org.uk, however if you are receiving this bulletin 
forwarded to you by your bat group, please contact the bat group directly.  


