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This email has been sent to bat group contacts only.
Please forward this information to others in your group.

**********************************************************************************

Dear bat group member, 

Hello and welcome to the July edition of the Bat Group Bulletin! In this issue there are many 
opportunities to get involved, such as contributing to regional conferences, taking on a Waterways 
survey, being part of International Bat Night and signing up to the Volunteer Bat Care Helpline.
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1. New EBLV-1 Case in Dorset. We want to let you know that we have another case of European Bat 
Lyssavirus type 1 (EBLV-1) reported this month. It was an adult female serotine that came into care 
and was euthanised. The bat was found upside down on a hedge in a garden in Dorset. 
Unfortunately the finder was bitten but they are receiving post-exposure treatment, with Public 
Health England (PHE) having followed-up as usual.

Just as with the EBLV-1 and EBLV-2 cases last month, these new cases are in line with expectations 
and do not change the advice and guidance around bats and rabies. EBLV are normally transmitted 
by means of a bite or scratch from an infected bat. It is essential that people follow best practice 
when handling any species of bat: anyone handling a bat should wear gloves (and of course a face 
covering too, because of SARS-CoV-2 to protect bats), anyone regularly handling bats in the British 
Isles should be routinely vaccinated against rabies (even those areas where EBLV has yet to be 
confirmed), and anyone bitten, nipped, licked or scratched by a bat, of any species, should seek 
medical advice (even if they are already vaccinated). 
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The UKHSA have information aimed at the public and medical professionals dealing with bat contact 
cases, see: https://bit.ly/3CpsrP1. For information about rabies pre-exposure vaccinations see: 
https://bit.ly/389eF5F. We have also updated our web page for anyone bitten by a bat, see: 
https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/i-think-ive-been-bitten-by-a-bat. We strongly advise people to refer
to this page and specifically the leaflets from PHE and Health Protection Scotland (HPS) when 
seeking post-exposure medical advice. Many practitioners haven’t dealt with bat bites before and 
the PHE/HPS leaflets include advice for them.

The ‘Good Practice Guidelines on Bats & Rabies’, guidance on ‘Wearing Gloves when Handling Bats’, 
and a separate document aimed at bat rehabilitators are available from the BCT website at 
https://bit.ly/2XTpKpV. It is important this information is shared with bat group members. As we 
explained in the May Bat Group Bulletin, we will be reviewing these documents over the summer 
and will share details of any changes in a future bulletin. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has submitted bats to the APHA 
passive surveillance scheme, for more information on how to do this, please see 
https://bit.ly/3GxAKdO. If you have any questions about this case or the general situation relating to 
rabies in the UK there is information on the BCT website at https://bit.ly/3EooXNf or you are 
welcome to get in touch with the National Bat Helpline (enquiries@bats.org.uk or 0345 1300 228).

2. Feedback from the Regional Conference Consultation and Moving Forwards. Thanks to everyone
who completed the Regional Bat Conference Consultation. It’s been really interesting and provided 
lots of food for thought. We are excited to collaborate with you all on this next evolution of the 
regional conferences. Desire for local news came through strongly, and this is where we need your 
input. Your bat groups are the ones on the ground undertaking these local research or conservation 
projects and we’d like to showcase your projects: shorter-term updates, longer term results, lessons 
learned and anything else you have to share. 

To help offer more time for these sorts of talks, we are proposing swapping out the Bat Group 
spotlight updates (we know it can sometimes be hard to find someone willing to present on the day) 
and creating a new Bat Group News section on the event app showing bulletin point news from each
group. We would then be able to offer a range of talk lengths within the conference programme, as 
well as the usual 20 minute talks we could offer 5 minute talk slots that might be good as an update 
on starting a new project or to share news of a project-in-planning and looking for collaborators. We 
will also look to include a few longer talks to share the results of a completed project and its legacy 
for example. These could be bat group projects or projects led by individual bat workers 
independently of the bat group, we’ll like to hear them all. 

You can be a part of the new regional conference programme by submitting a talk proposal – title, 
brief outline and what sort of length you think it would be to Abby at batgroups@bats.org.uk. 
Alternatively if you know of a local project or speaker that you think would be a great addition to the
conference, please make a virtual introduction so Abby can connect with them and discuss the 
possibilities. We’d also like to hear your workshop needs and offerings too! With input from on the 
ground local knowledge we hope to put together a programme that really speaks to the area it is 
designed for.

3. Volunteer Bat Care Helpline (VBCH) Volunteer Recruitment. Every year the National Bat Helpline 
takes thousands of calls from people who have found grounded and injured bats. The VBCH help to 
ensure that as many bats as possible are helped all year round. We are recruiting volunteers to 
answer bat care-related calls during office hours (9.30pm-4.30pm) from 12th September. 
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Volunteers attend an interactive and informative virtual training day before carrying out ‘bat 
watches’ from the comfort of their home. Volunteers also receive full support from BCT staff on 
every bat watch. Volunteering on VBCH is a very rewarding experience for beginners, experienced 
bat workers and everyone in between. This opportunity is ideal for those wanting to get involved in 
conservation from home. 

To find out more (including training dates) and to sign up, check out the BCT website. Please note 
that volunteer positions are available on a first come first served basis. We will end recruitment once
all the places on the two training days have been filled. Please email any questions to 
helplinevolunteers@bats.org.uk. 

4. National Bat Monitoring Programme Waterways Surveys. Our long-running Waterways Survey 
takes place in August and involves monitoring Daubenton’s bat along a 1km stretch of waterway. 
This survey is a good place to start if you are relatively new to bat detecting. Read more about how 
to take part in the Waterway Survey and select a site near you, or watch our video. Please contact 
the NBMP team at nbmp@bats.org.uk if you have any questions. 

5. Training Opportunity for Natural England VBRVs and Trainees. Bats in Churches is providing in-
depth free church training for VBRVs and trainees, to give confidence in visiting these buildings as a 
roost visitor. There are two further dates coming up, 3rd August in Norfolk and 17th September in 
Somerset. Please find more information here: https://bit.ly/3OH8zwm. 

6. British Islands Bats Volume Three. The third volume of the annual British Islands Bats journal is 
now available to download. Although hosted by BCT, the journal is an independent publication 
edited by Tina Wiffen and Lisa Worledge. Its principal aim is to publish articles about bats and bat 
work across the British Islands (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, and Isle 
of Man), thereby providing a forum for information that might not otherwise be shared, from full-
length papers to brief notes on items of interest. Volume Two has 14 papers on a variety of topics, 
contributed by bat group members, students, ecologists, and partnership projects. Please do get in 
touch with Tina and Lisa (britishislandsbats@gmail.com) with feedback or if you are interested in 
submitting articles for Volume Four, which will be published in 2023 (there is information for authors
on the British Islands Bats webpage).  Volumes One and Two are also available if you haven’t had the
chance to take a look yet!

7. Letter Responding to Proposed Changes to the Wildlife and Countryside Act. BCT along with 
other wildlife NGOs have written an open letter in response to proposed changes to the eligibility 
criteria for the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981). You can read it here: https://bit.ly/3zv38vD. 

8. New Facebook Account for the Bat Groups Officer. At BCT we aim to be as accessible as we can 
and to communicate through different channels so that we can reach the greatest number of 
people. Following this idea, the Bat Groups Officer will have their own Facebook account so 
individuals can private message the account (if this is preferable to email) and tag the account in bat 
group activities to easily keep BCT up to date. This is not to replace other communication channels, 
ALL information will still come via email from batgroups@bats.org.uk, however we wanted to create 
the facebook account to increase the ways for information to flow between BCT and bat groups. The
account is called BG Officer (Facebook didn’t allow the name Bat Groups Officer!).

9. Free to Download Special 30th Edition Bat News. We have decided to make this issue freely 
available now so that everyone can see what has been achieved over the last three decades. The 
magazine can only capture a summary of the discoveries made, progress achieved, technological 
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advances made and the enthusiasm that has driven the bat conservation movement, we hope you 
enjoy it. https://bit.ly/3ctzYnE. 

10. Voting for the Pete Guest Award. Congratulations to this year’s three nominees: Morgan 
Hughes, Nik Knight and Steve Roe. You can read their supporting statements and then vote from this
webpage: https://bit.ly/3hwiCXT. Voting closes at 9am on Tuesday 30th August.

11. Tributes for the Memorial Wall at the National Bat Conference. As always we want to 
acknowledge those bat workers we have lost since the last conference and celebrate their 
contribution to bats and their conservation. Please could a paragraph or two describing their 
activities/contribution to bat work and ideally a photo be sent to nwebster@bats.org.uk by midday 
Friday 16th September. If in doubt, send in something as we can always combine multiple tributes 
rather than risk missing someone out. 

12. Matters to Raise at the Bat Worker Forum. The annual Bat Workers Forum will be taking place 
via zoom at 7pm on Tuesday 13th September. You can book your place here: https://bit.ly/3aaQgB4. 
At booking there is an opportunity to input any regional priorities or concerns that will then be 
raised during the Forum, this question will be removed from the booking form on Tuesday 30 th 
August to allow time to gather responses. If there is an item you specifically want tabling outside of 
the regional priorities please email it to batgroups@bats.org.uk at your earliest convenience. 

13. Bat Conservation Trust AGM - Saturday 24th September 2022. This year’s Annual General 
Meeting is taking place during the National Bat Conference (Yarnfield Park Conference Centre near 
Stafford). It will be a hybrid event so members will be able to join in person or remotely. Even if you 
cannot make the meeting itself you can still vote on resolutions by allocating your proxy vote. If you 
wish to propose a motion for consideration at this year’s AGM please note this needs to be 
submitted in writing by at least two members and BCT needs to receive it by the 12th August 2022. 
Further details available here: https://www.bats.org.uk/agm

14. International Bat Night – Bat Walks from Bat Groups. International Bat Night (IBN) is on 
Saturday 27th August. We would love to know if you are planning any bat walks in your area for IBN 
so we can add them to our website and share them with out members and supporters. It would be 
fantastic to see a range of bat walks pop up all over the UK. BCT is running some bat walks and 
streaming them on Zoom once again on this date so if this is something you’d like to participate in as
well do let us know by emailing comms@bats.org.uk. Our IBN pack contains ideas on how people 
can celebrate bats on this night: https://bit.ly/3NzBrpC.  

15. BatFest is Coming Back! Batfest is our month-long celebration of bats with a range of events, 
including a number of outreach events try and engage new audiences with bats. It kicks off with 
International Bat Night on Sat 27th August and runs up to the National Bat Conference. Events are 
mostly online and free with an optional donation to BCT. They include Discover your local bats, Batty
Sketch-a-long, bat care for non-bat carers, NightWatch Live on Instagram and a few more that we 
will be announcing soon. You can again nominate some into the Batty Hall of Fame and see last 
year’s awards. We can also share details of any batty events you will be running during BatFest on 
our website so don’t forget to send us the details to nwebster@bats.org.uk. 

16. GIS Volunteer for BCT’s Mapping the Bat Groups Project. We have previously reached out to bat
groups about this project and thank you to all those who shared boundaries and shapefiles with us. 
A volunteer has been working through the QGIS stage of the project however they are unable to 
continue. We would be very grateful for another volunteer, with experience using GIS software, to 

Back to contents

mailto:nwebster@bats.org.uk
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/conferences-symposia/bat-fest/batty-hall-of-fame
http://www.bats.org.uk/batfest
https://bit.ly/3NzBrpC
mailto:comms@bats.org.uk
https://www.bats.org.uk/events
https://www.bats.org.uk/agm
mailto:batgroups@bats.org.uk
https://bit.ly/3aaQgB4
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/conferences-symposia/national-bat-conference/bat-workers-forum
mailto:nwebster@bats.org.uk
https://bit.ly/3hwiCXT
https://bit.ly/3ctzYnE


help us continue this work. The end result will be an interactive searchable map containing bat 
group information. Please email batgroups@bats.org.uk if you are able to help. 

17. Volunteer for the British Bat Survey (BBatS). BBatS is a passive acoustic monitoring survey, using
AudioMoth detectors, to estimate trends in UK bat species occupancy and activity and will form part 
of the NBMP in future. For this year’s pilot study, we are looking to recruit volunteers to place an 
AudioMoth (supplied by BCT) out on a suitable survey site (somewhere safe for you to visit and 
where the detector is unlikely to be stolen) this August. Detectors would be placed before sunset 
and collected after three nights. You do not need to have experience as we will instruct you in the 
deployment of the detectors. Should you wish to take part, please fill in the Google Form 
here: https://bit.ly/3otIkyo. For any queries or for more information please contact Angelena 
directly at  britishbatsurvey@bats.org.uk. 

18. BCT Staff are Fundraising. A number of our BCT team are fundraising by running the London 
Marathon and swimming the Serpentine in Hyde Park! Have a look at the links to support them or to
see how you can take part too. We still have two places for the Virtual London Marathon so if you 
are interested or know someone who is, do email fundraise@bats.org.uk. 

19. Key Dates for Your Diary. Watch this space for dates and reminders of conferences, BCT training 
and other events you may be interested in. Please do utilise extra publicity for your events by getting
them added to the BCT events page. For more information about training please see our training 
pages or email Naomi at nwebster@bats.org.uk. You can also get updates straight to your inbox by 
signing up to BCT’s events mailing list here: https://bit.ly/3a2g0M0.   

BCT Events and Training. BCT is now running a hybrid program of online and in person events. 
 6th September – BatFest Discover your local bats. Join the experts from the NBMP online to 

find out which bats are in the UK, how they are surveyed, and where you can find these 
amazing animals in your local area. It will show you how to carry out your first bat count and 
ways in which you can continue to develop your skills: https://bit.ly/3ANaQz4. 

 11th September – BatFest Batty Sketch-a-long. Learn to draw a bat: https://bit.ly/3CS8Ffp. 
 13th September – Bat Workers Forum. The Forum is held online, and a draft agenda and 

booking form can be found here: https://bit.ly/3v3kHkp. 
 15th September – BatFest Bat Care for Non-Bat Carers. Online workshop ideal for ecologists,

vets and vet nurses or anyone who might come across a bat unexpectedly: 
https://bit.ly/2VVMAvN. 

 23rd – 25th September – National Bat Conference. Booking is open. There are a variety of 
ticket types for whether you plan to attend virtually or in-person: https://bit.ly/2SyHhRB. 
Remember, if you are a member of a partner bat group and would like financial assistance to
attend the conference, talk to your committee about the bursary award. We are also still 
accepting poster submissions.  

 12th November – South East England Regional Conference. Save the date, details to be 
added to this page in time: https://bit.ly/3JGBzSW.

 26th November – East of England Regional Conference. Save the date. It will be held at the 
University of Suffolk in Ipswich. Details on this events will be added here: 
https://bit.ly/3I65Itw. 

Bat Group Events. If your bat group would like to promote an online event that is open to members 
of other bat groups, then please email batgroups@bats.org.uk to be included in this section. 

Other Events and Training. 
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 4th August – Bats of Jamaica. Online talk given by Damany Calder hosted by the London 
Natural History Society: https://bit.ly/3zE2Z9p. 

 27th – 28th August – International Bat Night. https://bit.ly/3vrn6TM 
 7th September – 12th October – Introduction to Thermal Imaging. This 6-week online 

introductory level course will show you how you can improve your wildlife detection using 
thermal imaging technology: https://bit.ly/3SaaQTe. Book using BCT's affiliate link and BCT 
will receive 20% of the fee! Early bird discount £50, if you book before midnight 7 th August.

 17th September – Bats without Borders. Around the world in 8 online sessions: hearing 
about diversity of work carried out by bat groups: https://bit.ly/3skFLRR.

 11th – 12th October - Thermal Imaging for Ecologists. In-person two-day course at Wytham 
Woods, Oxford, combines theory and practical. Book using BCT's affiliate links and BCT will 
receive 20% of the fee as a donation. Early bird discount save £100 if you book before 
midnight 7th August: https://bit.ly/3bdI6IS. 

 24th – 25th January 2023 – International Bat Research Online Symposium. This year’s focus is
on the daily and seasonal movements of bats: https://bit.ly/3OL6dwv. 

 Ongoing - Bat Acoustics Analysis. Online course from BatAbility containing 14 modules and 
more than 15 hours of content to develop your skills in bat call analysis and, if you want, 
undertake a graded examination at the end of the course. BatAbility are kindly donating at 
least 6% to BCT for each participant that signs up. https://bit.ly/3fvgZHa.

 Ongoing – Free Charity and Trustee Webinars. See gettingonboard.org.  

20. Bat Research Papers, Reports & Other Batty Media. Please note we normally online include 
articles, reports and blogs that are available to read online or download without charge. 

 Distance to hedgerows drives repulsion and attraction of wind turbines. Investigation the 
co-existence of both in the same landscape context and evaluated the underlying safe siting 
distance of wind turbines to bat habitats: https://bit.ly/3PINt1z.

 A global analysis of urban affinity in bats. A look at defining ability to live in urban 
environments through species traits: https://bit.ly/3cK1E7Z.  

 Global warming effects on the life history of Bechstein’s bat. Global warming causes 
Bechstein’s bats to produce larger females that face a higher mortality risk. The study tests 
whether these larger females are able to offset their elevated mortality risk by adopting a 
faster life history: go.nature.com/3z94efk. 

 Demographic characteristics of dawn swarming of Daubenton’s bat. Using passive 
integrated transponders (PIT) and automatic readers to study individual actions during dawn
swarming: go.nature.com/3ba0K4q. 

A rolling 12 months of previous bulletins are available on the BCT website at https://bit.ly/2GGoYRK.

Best wishes, 

Abby Packham
Bat Groups Officer

If you wish to alter your contact preferences, including to opt-out of receiving future communications from us, please 
contact us by either calling 020 7820 7193 or emailing batgroups@bats.org.uk, however if you are receiving this bulletin 
forwarded to you by your bat group, please contact the bat group directly.  
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