
West Berkshire 
Living Landscape

the last stronghold of internationally 
threatened lowland heaths in the South 

East

Strategic Planning for 
Landscape – Scale Conservation 

Symposium
11th October 2018



West Berkshire 





Purpose
“To create a Living Landscape where people and wildlife 
can thrive”.  

The project area covers more than 27km2 of lowland 
heathland, ancient woodland, reedbeds, rivers and streams 
with Greenham and Crookham Commons at the heart.

A 5 – year project (2013-2018) to connect local people 
with the extraordinary natural heritage of the West 
Berkshire Living Landscape, and to link up and strengthen 
its threatened wildlife habitats. 



25% project area is designated as important for wildlife (L /N / IN) 

97 threatened or endangered species

Lapwing chick and Stonechat 
by Margaret Holland

Largest single area of lowland heathland remaining in Berks/Bucks/Oxon

30 species of butterflies – including small blue and grayling

Dartford Warbler by Richard Steel



http://www.bbowt.org.uk/reserves/greenham-crookham-commons



Timeline
2006 – BBOWT identified West Berkshire Living Landscape
2008 – Partnership BBOWT and WBDC
2010/12 – West Berkshire District Council Core Strategy EIP
2013 – 9 WBDC owned reserves/common and a visitor 
centre management transferred to BBOWT
2014 – SPD  and Transfer of day to day management to 
BBOWT
2015 – CIL
2017 – WBDC Housing Sites DPD 
2018 – Greenham Business Park Local Development Order 
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It was all going so well



Land South of Lower Farm Hambridge Lane Newbury PINS Ref 2216837  Allowed 23.92014



Timeline
2006 – BBOWT identified West Berkshire Living Landscape
2008 – Partnership BBOWT and WBDC
2010/12 – West Berkshire District Council Core Strategy EIP
2013 – 9 WBDC owned reserves/common and a visitor 
centre management transferred to BBOWT
2014 – SPD  and Transfer of day to day management to 
BBOWT
2015 – CIL
2017 – WBDC Housing Sites DPD 
2018 – Greenham Business Park Local Development Order 



Adopted December 2014 
due to introduction of CIL 
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Lessons learnt 
Good

Bad

Partnership between the Council / BBOWT and residents
Visitor numbers are up and actively managed 
Clear hooks on which to seek contributions for mitigation measures
Clearer understanding of how policies be worded

The policy ground keeps shifting
More resources will be needed

Message is getting out there

Education education education
NPPF 2 constant merry go round does not leave time for evidence

NPPF 2 whole site viability so ask must be up front
Greater habitat connectivity 
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