
The Essential
Guide to a

Batty Halloween
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Welcome!t

01 Happy

Halloween
This  Halloween,  we’re taking the chance to celebrate bats  as  the

amazing creatures they are!  We hope that  you wil l  join us  at

BCT in,  spreading posit ive awareness and fundraising to help

protect  bats  and their  habitats .  Together,  we can protect  bats

and keep them flying in  the night  sky for  us  and future

generations to enjoy.

Despite bat  activity  being low at  this  t ime

of year,  we suddenly begin seeing bats

everywhere – in  our shops,  pubs and even

our homes.  Find out  why bats  are more

than a  Halloween decoration in  this

Special  Edit ion BCT Halloween pack.  In

this  pack,  you’ l l  f ind excit ing fundraising

ideas for  your Halloween celebrations,  in

addition to fascinating batty facts ,  myth

busters  and even more ways to get

involved and help.  



02 Bats &

Halloween

Bats have long been associated

with Halloween,  but  why is  this?

There are many different reasons

why bats  have become a Halloween

symbol .  Part  of  this  is  because bats

are nocturnal ,  which means they

are most  active during night.  This

has led to some myths associating

bats  with death.  However,  bats

have actual ly  adapted to be

nocturnal ,  partly  as  this  helps them

avoid predators.

Sometimes bats  are also associated with vampires on Halloween.

This  has meant that  over Halloween in  particular,  bats  are

portayed as  terrifying blood-sucking f iends.  However,  as  you' l l

f ind out  later  in  this  pack,  al l  bat  species  in  the UK feed only on

insects,  not  blood.  There are only three species  of  vampire bat  in

the world and these are found in  South and Central  America.

Despite this  misconception of  bats,  they're actual ly  very gentle,

intel l igent  and captivating creatures!

(c) Hugh Clark/www.bats.org.uk



03 Why fundraise for bats?

Bats are misunderstood
B a t s  a r e  u n q i u e  a n d  f a s c i n a t i n g  a n i m a l s .

H o w eve r,  t h ey  o f t e n  s u f f e r  f r o m  b a d

p r e s s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m a ny  my t h s  a n d

f a l s e  m e d i a  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e m .

O n  p a g e s  5  a n d  6 ,  yo u  c a n  l e a r n  a b o u t

s o m e  o f  t h e  my t h s  o f t e n  s p r e a d  a b o u t

b a t s  a n d  f i n d  o u t   t h e  r e a l  t r u t h !  

We need bats
Bats are an indicator species,  meaning

they tel l  us  a  lot  about the health of

our environment.  Decreasing bat

populations is  a  warning sign of  wider

problems within nature.

These amazing creatures are also

important poll inators and pest

controllers  (because UK bats  feed on

insects) .

(c) Daniel Hargreaves/www.bats.org.uk

(c) Penny Dixie/www.bats.org.uk

(c) Danton Briggs/www.bats.org.uk



04 Why fundraise for bats?

Bats are facing many threats
Bat populations have experienced severe

declines historically due to loss of

roosting sites,  and lack of  feeding

grounds and fl ight paths caused by the 

destruction of their  natural  habitat.  This

is  a direct result  of  human development;

as we've increased the area we take up

for our homes,  shops,  offices and roads,

we have reduced the area available for

bats to l ive.

Six species of  bat in the UK remain

endangered but it  is  encouraging that the

populations of  other bat species are

showing the initial  signs of  recovery

following significant historic declines.

However,  our work is  far from over and 

bats need more help now than ever.  Bats

are often portrayed as scary animals,

(c) Daniel Hargreaves/www.bats.org.uk

particularly around Halloween,  and recently they have been

wrongly blamed for the COVID-19 pandemic.

We are doing everything we can to secure the funds we need to

make sure that we continue to be here to provide a national  voice

for bat conservation.  We hope you can join us in our efforts.



05 Myth Busters

A l l  1 7  s p e c i e s  o f  b a t  t h a t   w e

h ave  i n  t h e   U K  f e e d  s o l e l y  o n

i n s e c t s ,  n o t  b l o o d .

T h e r e  a r e  ove r  1 4 0 0  b a t

s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  o n l y

t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  a r e  Va m p i r e

b a t s .

T h e  t h r e e  v a m p i r e  b a t  s p e c i e s

l i ve  i n  C e n t ra l  a n d  S o u t h

A m e r i c a  ( n o t  Tra n s y l v a n i a ! ) .

T h ey  f e e d   o n  l i ve s t o c k ,  h o r s e s

a n d  b i r d s  by  m a k i n g  a  s m a l l

n i c k  o n  t h e  s k i n  a n d  l a p p i n g

u p  a  f e w  d r o p s  o f  b l o o d ,  t h e

a n i m a l  b a r e l y  n o t i c e s  a n d  n o

s u c k i n g  i s  i nvo l ve d .

"Bats drink blood"

"Bats are blind"
N o ,  b a t s  a r e n' t  b l i n d  ( a n d  s o ,  t h ey  w o n' t  f l y  i n t o  yo u r  h a i r ) ,  b u t

a t  n i g h t  t h ey  u s e   t h e i r  e a r s  ra t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  eye s  t o  m a ke  t h e i r

w ay  a r o u n d .  A s  t h ey  f l y  t h ey,  m a ke  s h o u t i n g  s o u n d s .  T h e

r e t u r n i n g  e c h o e s  g i ve  t h e  b a t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a ny t h i n g  t h a t

i s  a h e a d  o f  t h e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s i z e  a n d  s h a p e  o f  a n  i n s e c t  a n d

w h i c h  w ay  i t  i s  g o i n g .  T h i s  s y s t e m  o f  f i n d i n g  p r ey  i s  c a l l e d

e c h o l o c a t i o n  -  l o c a t i n g  t h i n g s  by  t h e i r  e c h o e s .  T h i s  i s  j u s t  o n e  o f

t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  m a ke s  b a t s  a m a z i n g  a n d  u n i q u e  a n i m a l s !

Myth

Myth
(c) Daniel Hargreaves/www.bats.org.uk



06 Myth Busters

"Bats have lots of babies"
T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b a t  s p e c i e s  o n l y  h ave  1  b a by  (c a l l e d  a  p u p)  e a c h

ye a r.  I n  t h e  U K ,  p r e g n a n t  f e m a l e  b a t s  g a t h e r  i n  m a t e r n i t y  r o o s t s

t o  h ave  t h e i r  yo u n g .  T h ey  w i l l  ke e p  t h e i r  p u p  ve r y  c l o s e  a n d

n u r t u r e  t h e m .

"Bats come out on Halloween"
D e s p i t e  b e i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  H a l l o w e e n ,  b a t s  a r e  m o r e  l i ke l y

t o  b e  h i b e r n a t i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  B a t s  i n  t h e  U K  s e e k  s u i t a b l e

h i b e r n a t i o n  s i t e s  a n d  b e g i n  p e r i o d s  o f  t o r p o r  (d e e p  s l e e p)  i n

O c t o b e r.

Myth

Myth

(c) Simon Pidgeon/www.bats.org.uk



07 Batty Celebration Ideas

Pumpkin carving challenge
G e t  yo u r  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  i nvo l ve d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e m  t o  a  b a t t y

p u m p k i n   c a r v i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n .  C h e c k  o u t  o u r  p u m p k i n  c a r v i n g  g u i d e

h e r e .

Yo u  c o u l d  eve n  h ave  a  Zo o m  c e r e m o ny  t o  p r e s e n t  yo u r  f i n i s h e d  b a t -

t h e m e d   p u m p k i n s  a n d  c r o w n  a  w i n n e r !

P u m p k i n  c a r v i n g  s h o u l d  o n l y  b e  d o n e  w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e  a n d

c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  n eve r  d o  i t  u n s u p e r v i s e d . ,

H ave  a  l o o k  a t  o u r  F a c e b o o k  p u m p k i n

a l b u m  f o r  i d e a s  a n d  i n s p i ra t i o n .

To  h e l p  ra i s e  f u n d s  f o r  b a t s  a t  t h e  s a m e

t i m e ,  yo u  c o u l d  s u g g e s t  a  d o n a t i o n  f o r

e n t r y   o r   aw a r d   t h e   w i n n e r   w i t h   a   p r i z e  

f r o m  o n e  o f  o u r  g e n e r o u s

c o l l a b o ra t o r s   o r  o n e  o f  o u r  b a t  p i n

b a d g e s . ,

T h i s  H a l l o w e e n  w e' r e  exc i t e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c e l e b ra t e  w i t h  o u r

f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  a g a i n .

H o w eve r,  s o m e  o f  u s  a r e  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  c a u t i o u s   a n d  w e  a l l  s t i l l  n e e d

t o  b e  c a r e f u l  w i t h  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g .

D o n' t  w o r r y  a s  w e' ve  p u t  t o g e t h e r  s o m e  exc i t i n g  i d e a s  s o  yo u  c a n

s a f e l y  c e l e b ra t e  b a t s  a n d  H a l l o w e e n  f r o m  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  yo u r  o w n

h o m e ,  o r  yo u  c a n  i nv i t e  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  t o  i f  yo u  f e e l

c o m f o r t a b l e .

https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Pumpkin-carving.pdf?v=1632904777
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=BatConservationTrust&set=a.10152845361122922
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/bats-arent-just-for-halloween?invite=true
https://www.bats.org.uk/support-bats/gifts
https://www.bats.org.uk/support-bats/fundraise/pin-boxes


08 Batty Celebration Ideas

Tr y  s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  h o s t  a  b a t t y

H a l l o w e e n - t h e m e d  s c ave n g e r  h u n t o n

Zo o m !  C h a l l e n g e  yo u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y

t o  f i n d  b a t - r e l a t e d  i t e m s  ( l i ke  f o o d  i t e m s

t h a t  b a t s  h e l p  t o  p r o d u c e)  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s

w i t h i n  a  s e t  t i m e  a n d  t h e  q u i c ke s t  w i n s .

T h e s e  a r e  a l l  g r e a t  w ay s  t o  a l s o  ra i s e  f u n d s

f o r  b a t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  w h i l s t  c e l e b ra t i n g  -

yo u  c o u l d  s u g g e s t  a  d o n a t i o n  t o  B C T  f o r

Batty Zoom party
H o s t  a  b a t t y  Zo o m  f a n c y  d r e s s   p a r t y  t o  s a f e l y  c e l e b ra t e  w i t h  yo u r

f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y.

Yo u r  p a r t y  c o u l d  c o n s i s t  o f  a  b a t t y  p u b  q u i z,  o r  eve n  a  H a l l o w e e n -

t h e m e d   c o c k t a i l  (o r  m o c k t a i l )  m a k i n g  s e s s i o n.  V i s i t  o u r  p a g e  h e r e

t o  s e e  s o m e  f u n  b a t  f a c t s  yo u  c o u l d  u s e  i n  yo u r  q u i z  o r  c l i c k  h e r e

f o r  a  r e a d y - m a d e  q u i z !  We  a l s o  h ave  c o c k t a i l  a n d  m o c k t a i l  r e c i p e

i d e a s  h e r e.

p a r t y  e n t r y,  p e r h a p s  eve n  c r e a t e  a  F a c e b o o k  f u n d ra i s i n g  p a g e ,  a n d

aw a r d  a  s c ave n g e r  h u n t  p r i z e  t h a t  yo u ' ve  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  o n e  o f

o u r  c o l l a b o ra t o r s  o r  o n e  o f  B C T ' s  b a t  p i n  b a d g e s.

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/bats-arent-just-for-halloween?invite=true
https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/fun-facts-about-bats
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-quiz.pdf?v=1632904775
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-Cocktails.pdf?v=1632904767
https://www.bats.org.uk/support-bats/gifts
https://www.bats.org.uk/support-bats/fundraise/pin-boxes


09 #BatBake

How do I get involved?
Ta k i n g  p a r t  i n  # B a t B a ke  i s  e a s y !  Yo u  c a n  f i n d  l o a d s  o f  f u n  a n d  t a s t y

r e c i p e s  i n  o u r  # B a t B a ke s  g u i d e .  E a c h  o f  t h e s e  r e c i p e s  h a s

i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  w h i c h  b a t s  p l ay  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .

S o ,  j u s t  c h o o s e  yo u r  f avo u r i t e  r e c i p e  a n d  g e t  b a k i n g !  

M a ke  s u r e  yo u  s h a r e  yo u r  b a ke s  w i t h  u s  by  u p l o a d i n g  p h o t o s  o f  yo u r

c r e a t i o n s  t o  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  t a g g i n g  u s  (@ b a t c o n s e r v a t i o n t r u s t  o n

F a c e b o o k  a n d  I n s t a g ra m ,  o r  @ _ B C T _  o n  Tw i t t e r )  a n d  u s i n g  t h e

h a s h t a g  # B a t B a ke s .

Yo u  c a n  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  b a t s  p l ay  i n  o u r  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n

h e r e .

A  g r e a t  w ay  t o  c e l e b ra t e  t h i s

H a l l o w e e n  i s  by  j o i n i n g  i n

w i t h  B C T ' s  g r e a t  B r i t i s h

# B a t B a ke .  G e t  i nvo l ve d  a n d

b e  c r e a t i ve  w h i l s t  l e a r n i n g

a b o u t  a l l  t h e  a m a z i n g  t h i n g s

b a t s  d o  f o r  u s .

https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/BatBake-compressed.pdf?v=1633970831
https://www.facebook.com/BatConservationTrust
https://www.instagram.com/batconservationtrust/
https://twitter.com/_bct_
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/BatBake-compressed.pdf?v=1633970831


10 Gaming
for Bats

A  g r e a t  w ay  t o  h e l p  b a t s  t h i s  H a l l o w e e n  a n d  h ave  f u n  a t  t h e

s a m e  t i m e  i s  a  c h a r i t y  g a m i n g  eve n t .

Yo u  c o u l d  h ave  a  s t r e a m i n g  m a ra t h o n ,  b a t t y   f a n c y  d r e s s  g a m i n g

eve n t  o r  a  g a m i n g  c h a l l e n g e .

U s e  Tw i t c h  a n d  L i ve s t r e a m

Fu n d ra i s i n g  o n  J u s t G i v i n g  o r  G i ve  a s

yo u  L i ve t o  ra i s e  m o n ey  f o r  b a t s  t h i s

H a l l o w e e n .

I n  p r ev i o u s  ye a r s ,  w e  h ave  h a d

l ove l y  g a m e r s  d o i n g  s t r e a m a t h o n s

a n d  l i ve  s t r e a m i n g  ove r  H a l l o w e e n

t o  h e l p  ra i s e  f u n d s  f o r  B a t

C o n s e r v a t i o n   Tr u s t !

Le t  u s  k n o w  i f  yo u  d o  a  l i ve s t r e a m

o r  h ave  a ny  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  g a m i n g

f o r  b a t s   by  e m a i l i n g

f u n d ra i s e @ b a t s . o r g . u k .

(c) Hugh Clark/www.bats.org.uk

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ideas/gaming
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/pages/lets-play


11 Activities & crafts for

celebrations
We' ve  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  f e w  l i t t l e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  yo u  m ay  l i ke  t o

i n c o r p o ra t e  i n  yo u r  H a l l o w e e n  c e l e b ra t i o n s .  E n j oy !

C a n  yo u  s u r v i ve  A  B a t ' s  L i f e ?  W i l l

yo u  m a ke  i t  t h r o u g h  H e d g e r o w s  a n d

H a z a r d s ?  P l ay  o u r  b a t t y  b o a r d

g a m e s   h e r e !

Wo n d e r i n g  h o w  t o  e n t e r t a i n  yo u r

g u e s t s ?  P l ay  P i n  t h e  N o s e  o n  t h e

B a t,  m a ke  b a t  j e w e l l e r y,  h ave  a

p u m p k i n  c a r v i n g  s e s s i o n,  o r  h o s t  a

b a t t y  q u i z.

N o t  s u r e  w h a t  t o  w e a r  t h i s

H a l l o w e e n ?  C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  h o w  t o

m a ke  yo u r  o w n  b a t  c o s t u m e a n d

h e r e  f o r  h o w  t o  m a ke  a  b a t  m a s k.

M ay b e  yo u  w a n t  t o  m a ke  yo u r

g u e s t s  s o m e  H a l l o w e e n - t h e m e d

c o c k t a i l s   o r  s n a c k s.  D o n' t  f o r g e t  t o

c h e c k  o u t  # B a t B a ke s f o r  m o r e

r e c i p e  i d e a s .

https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/bat-board-games.pdf?v=1632904338
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Pin-the-nose-on-the-bat.pdf?v=1632904776
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-Jewellery.pdf?v=1632904772
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Pumpkin-carving.pdf?v=1632904777
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-quiz.pdf?v=1632904775
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-Costume.pdf?v=1632904768
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-Mask.pdf?v=1632904773
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-Cocktails.pdf?v=1632904767
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/Bat-food.pdf?v=1632904771
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/BatBake-compressed.pdf?v=1633970831


12 Resources

Le a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  b a t s :

Ty p e s  o f  b a t s

W hy  b a t s  m a t t e r

Fu n  f a c t s  a b o u t  b a t s

M o r e  w ay s  t o  f u n d ra i s e  f o r  b a t s :

Fu n d ra i s i n g  f o r  b a t s

H o w  t o  d o n a t e

B e c o m e  a  B C T  m e m b e r

A d o p t  a  B a t

O t h e r  u s e f u l  l i n k s :

B a t t y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  c ra f t s  &  o t h e r

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s

# B a t B a ke

U s e f u l  l e a f l e t s  &  r e s o u r c e s

F i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  b a t s  a n d  f u n d ra i s i n g  f o r  b a t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  w i t h

t h e s e  l i n k s  b e l o w !

(c) Hugh Clark/
www.bats.org.uk

https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/what-are-bats
https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/why-bats-matter
https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/fun-facts-about-bats
https://www.bats.org.uk/support-bats/fundraise
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/bats-arent-just-for-halloween?invite=true
https://www.bats.org.uk/membership/scheme
https://www.bats.org.uk/support-bats/adopt-a-bat
https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/education-outreach-resources
https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/education-outreach-resources
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Support%20Bats/BatBake-compressed.pdf?v=1633970831
https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/publications-and-leaflets/leaflets


Have a fun, safe and batty
Halloween!

W h a t eve r  w ay  yo u  d e c i d e  t o  c e l e b ra t e  H a l l o w e e n  t h i s  ye a r,  w e

w o u l d  l ove  t o  k n o w !  M a ke  s u r e  yo u  s h a r e  yo u r  H a l l o w e e n

c e l e b ra t i o n s  w i t h  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k ,  I n s t a g ra m  o r  Tw i t t e r !

I f  yo u  h ave  a ny  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  d o  c o n t a c t  u s  o n

f u n d ra i s e @ b a t s . o r g . u k .

A n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y. . . . .

T h e  B a t  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Tr u s t  ( k n o w n  a s  B C T )  i s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  c h a r i t y  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  W a l e s  ( 1 0 1 2 3 6 1 )  a n d  i n

S c o t l a n d  ( S C 0 4 0 1 1 6 ) .  C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d  b y  G u a r a n t e e ,  R e g i s t e r e d  i n  E n g l a n d  N o :  2 7 1 2 8 2 3 .  R e g i s t e r e d  o f f i c e :

S t u d i o  1 5  C l o i s t e r s  H o u s e ,  C l o i s t e r s  B u s i n e s s  C e n t r e ,  8  B a t t e r s e a  P a r k  R o a d ,  L o n d o n  S W 8  4 B G

(c) Daniel Hargreaves/www.bats.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/BatConservationTrust/
https://www.instagram.com/batconservationtrust/
https://twitter.com/_bct_

